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LEP TEES 


_ 


Sincerely lament, as all honeſt Men muſt do, 
the Sufferings of the Britiſ Seamen employed 
in his Majeſty's Navy;—TheImpoſitions of all 
Kinds to which they are ſubject, and the Diſtreſſes 
they groan under, beyond what are neceſſarily con- 


nected with their Service, cry aloud for Compaſſion 


and Relief,----Your Petition to Parliament, for 


eſtabliſhing a Method of enabling theſe gallant 
Men, when employ'd abroad, to allot. a Share of 
their Pay for the Suſtenance of their Wives and 
Children, was preſented in the laſt Seſſion; and 


the Diſpoſition of the Houſe to approve any pro- 


per Means for this juſt and humane Purpoſe emi- 
nently appeared: ---But the Difficulty was, as it hath 
always been, to form ſuch Regulations, as ſhould 
clearly remove the Hardſhips complained of, and 


yet not lie open to greater Abuſes.---A Plan of 


this Sort hath been conſtantly demanded, fince the 


firſt Eſtabliſhment of our Naval Force, and often 


meditated.--But the various important Objects, 
which, upon a nearer Inſpection, are found liable 


to interfere with each other, and are yet requiſite 


to be comprehended, and duely adjuſted therein, 
render the Work extremely arduous; and have 


baffled the Attempts of Gentlemen of great 


© "Abilities | 
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Abilities for reforming the Cruelty of our Marine 


Syſtem. 


However, your Petition, and the Petition of 


other reſpectable Corporations on this Subject, had 


the Effect of pointing out, to fuller View, the Seve- 
rity of our preſent Naval Regulations,---In Con- 
ſequence of which, a Zeal for forming them on a 


more compaſſionate Model began to be generally 


diffuſed:-<-But official Embarraſſments, which are 
ever difficult to be combated, and à Variety of 
Intereſts thwarting each other, ſtood averſe to any 


Alteration; However, happily as it ſeemed for the 


Britiſb Marine, an Attempt for reforming this Syſtem 


was reſolved to be made by a Right Honourable 
Gentleman, in whoſe Department the Payment of the 
Navy lay; The Oppreſſion, and Diſtreſſes incident 
to the Britiſb Sailors in the Royal Navy, were by 
him clearly ſtated to the Houle, and all the of- 
ficial Objections diſſipated. ---On this Occafion, 


the Propriety of his Conduct, and the public Spirit 
it breathed, gave me infinite Pleaſure; As I faw, 


that He, who had the. beſt Opportunity of pene- 


rating into theſe Evils, was the moſt zealous to 
| Correct them; An Example extremely laudable ! 


For official Abuſes may then be expected to be 
well reformed, when there is Virtue in thoſe, who 
reſide in the reſpective Offices, to attempt the 


e formation. Upon his Motion in the laſt Seſ- 


ion, a Bill For the Encouragement of the Seamen 
employed in the Royal Navy, was ordered to be 


brought in, which, though attempted to be op- : 
poſed, paſſed our Houſe with due Applauſe, and 


Was carried by a great Majority.---This gave Hopes 
that the Lime was come, when our Naval Syſtem 


would be new modelled upon a generous enlarged 


"Baſis 3, but the Bill was rejected in the Houſe of 


Es by a — as was * — of 


ct O 


| 1 
two Voices; An Event, which it was ———_ 


Was in ſome Meaſure owing to its having been 
brought into that Houſe ſo late in the Seſſion :— 
However, as you have frequently demanded from 
me, what Topics have been urged in Objection to 
ſo humane and ſalutary a Law, I ſhall endeavour 
to lay before you, as far as I am able, the preſent 
Defects of our Naval Regulations, the Purport of 
the Bill propoſed for their Amendment, and the 
Arguments on which any AF omrriry thereto, with- 
out Doors, appeared to be founded. *-. 
Ihe principal Defect in our Naval RG 
and the conſtant Source of Diſtreſs to our Seamen, 
| hath been the /low and ancertain Payment of their 
Mages: After toiling abroad in unwholeſome Cli- 
mates for ſeveral Years in the Service of their 
Country, how grievous muſt it be to theſe faithful 
harraſſed Men, to find, upon their return home, no 
Part of their Wages io dearly earned, allotted to 
them, nor any Time fixed for their Payment! In 
this Situation, their Neceſſities forcing them to pro- 
cure Money at any Rate, they are expoſed a Prey 
to the moſt uſurious Extortion.— But the Defects 
in our Naval Syſtem, and the Diſtreſſes from thence 
conſequential to our brave Seamen, will be beſt 
| Rated, by laying before you an Abſtract of the Bill 
brought. in by the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
---wherein moſt of theſe Evils are pointed out by 
the Proviſions there offered for their Remedy.— 
To which I ſhall ſubjoin ſome Remarks on the Ex- 
tent of theſe Evils, and on the Propriety, or Impro- 


pPriety, as either ſhall appear to me, of the ſeveral 
Remedies propoſed. 
Preparatory to this Abstract, it is s proper to ob- 
war that although vaſt Sums are. annually 
granted by the Legiſlature for the Service of the 
ad * to the Eſtimates delivered, yet 
| B Le extra- 


1 


extraordinary Expences are liable to ariſe in ſome 
Articles beyond theſe Eſtimates, whereby a Failure 
of Payment muſt ſomewhere be lodged; on which 
Occaſion, the Miniſterial Policy hath been, to ſup- 


ply the Demands of the other Branches of this De- 


partment, and to let the Weight of the Deficiency 

chiefly fall on the Head of Seamen's Wages, as the 
Branch the moſt popular, and certain to be pro- 
vided for, without Objection in future Grants z--- 


This Policy hath been the rather indulged, as ſeveral 
Articles in this Department, for which Navy Bills 


are iſſued, bear Intereſt, and are liable, by Delays 
of Payment, to be raiſed in their Prices; Whereas, 


Seamen's Mages bear no Intereſt, and continue fixed, 


notwithſtanding any Delays of Payment; So that 
this Branch of the Department of the Navy, hath, 
by an unuſual Reverſe of Effects continually been 
the molt oppreſſed, becauſe the moſt favoured, by the 


Legiſlature and the Public. 


This Scheme of allotting the Supplies granted for 


the Department of the Navy, hath brought every 


ties, and the Title they have from their Sufferings, 
and Services, to pub ic F avour, ſtrongly plead 
for their immediate Payment, preferably to other 


Claimants; At leaſt, Humanity and Juſtice require, | 


that the Sums, which are expreſsly granted by the 


Legiſlature. for their Support, ſhould not be with- 


drawn from them, and allotted to other Creditors ; 
His preſent moſt gracious Majeſty, compaſ- 
pong the Sufferings of this brave meritorious 
Band of his Subjects, recommended from the 
Throne in his firſt Speech, on the 31ſt of January 


1727, to the Parliament elected on his Acceſſion, 


the Conſideration of proper Means for their Re- 


ef. His royal Words are worthy to be 


temembred: 


© 
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I think myſelf obliged to cecomminiing you 
494 Conſideration of the greateſt Importance; and I 
ſhould look upon it as a great Happineſs, if at the 
geginning of my Reign I could ſee the Foundation 
« laid of fo 7 eat and neceſſary a Work, as the In- 


3 creaſe an 


Encouragement of our Seamen in 
general, that they may be invited, rather than 


= compeled by Force and Violence to enter into 


« the Service of their Country, as often as Occaſion 
« ſhall require it; a Conſideration worthy of the Re- 
* preſentatives of a People great and flouriſhing i in 
« Trade and Navigation.” 
In conſequence of this gracious Rebe N 


from the T rone, two Acts were paſſed in the firſt 
Lear of his Majeſty's Reign; the one intitled, An 


Act fer granting an Aid to his Majeſty of 300, ooo l. 
towards diſcharging Wages due to Seamen, and for the 
conſtant, regular, and punttual Payment of Seamen's 


Mages for the future:---The other intitled, An AZ 
x encouraging n to enter into his Majeſty 5 


fes, Q 5g 
The Object of the gr of theſe Acts was, agree- 
ably to the Title, to ſecure the regular and punctual 
Payment of Seamen's Wages, and to prevent the Al- 
lotment of the Money granted for that Service, to 
any other Branch of the Naval Department; it is 
therefore enacted thereby, that out of all Sums grant- 
ed, or to be granted, by Parliament for the Service of 


the Navy, ſuch Parts thereof, as are on the Head of 
Seamen's Wages, ſhall be conſtantly iſſued, and 


applied for the Payment of ſuch Wages, in the 


Y Manner following; that is to fay, when any of his 
_ Majeſty's Ships ſhall have been in Sea-pay ix 
Months, and be in any Port of Great Britain, or on 


the Coaſt thereof, the Commiſſioners of the Navy 


| ſhall thereupon cauſe #wo Months: Wages to be paid 
do ſuch Officers and Seamen, or their Attornies 4 


and 


8 6 


and 10 eule fuck Ships ſhall be then in any part of 
Treland, or abroad in foreign Parts, if ſuch inferior 
Officers and Seamen ſhall deſire to have their zwo 


| Months Wages paid at home, the Commiſſioners 


of the Navy are to cauſe Payment of the ſame to be 


made, within one Month atter the Receipt of the 
Pay-lift for each Ship, to the Attornies of ſuch Offi- 
cers and Seamen; and ſo on, at the End of every 
fix Months, two Months Wages are to be paid as 
aforeſaid; and when ſuch Ships ſhall have been 
eighteen Months in Sea-pay, the Wages of the firſt 
 #welve Months ſhall be paid, deducting what ſhall 
have been advanced as aforeſaid, within rwo Months 


after, or ſo ſoon as any ſuch Ship ſhall put into any 

ajelty's Ships are 
uſually paid: And as to the Reſidue of their 
Wages, the ſame ſhall be paid within two Months 


Port of this Realm, where his 


after the Arrival of any ſuch Ship i in the Port where 
| the is to be laid up. 


This Act was plann'd under the Direction of the | : 
two Boards of Treaſury and Admiralty, both con- 


curring in all the Proviſions therein; and, as appears 
by our Journals, was brought-in by che Members 
belonging to the Treaſury, and paſſed the Houſe, 
Nemine contradicente. Upon which a new Set of In- 
ſtructions were given by the Admiralty to the Navy 


Board, and to the Captains of his Majeſty's Ships, | 


for carrying this Act, and the other Act before 


mentioned of the ſame Year, into Execution; In 


purſuance whereof, the #wo Months Wages in fx 
were actually paid, where it could be done; And 
this Act was really executed, in great part, for 
about e Zears. But ſince then, although never re- 


pealed, and although the Inſtructions for executing. 
it ſtill continue, hath been utterly diſregarded; the 
Non: execution of it appearing to have taken Place 
| vous 1 the ** of che Lord 7 en, PR 
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of che ableſt Seamen ever bred by 22 Nation, who 
ſupported the principal Parts of this Act, whilſt he 
lived: Although it muſt be owned, that in ſome | 
Inſtances there are very inaccurate Proviſions in it ; 


and that it lies open to many Frauds and Inconve- 
Wencesc : > 


One eminent fuftarics of Inaccuracy i is, in 8 


ing Ships, which ſhall be in any Port of Great Bri- 
train, or upon the Coaſt thereof, to be paid; Whereas 


ſuch Payment being requiſite to be made, under the 


Direction of a Commiſſioner of the Navy, by Clerks 


poſſeſſed of the proper Navy-Books, can only be 


performed, when the Ships arrive at Ports where 
ſuch Commiſſioners and Pay-Clerks reſide; Who 
can never be propoſed to be ſtationed in all the Ports 


of Britain, and round the Coaſts of this Iſland. 
Another Proviſion in this Act i is, that Seamen 


belonging to ſuch Ships as ſhall be in any Port of 
Ireland, or abroad in foreign Parts, ſhall be allowed 
to allot by Pay-Lifts to be tranſmitted home by 


the Captain, two Months Pay, at the End of every 


ix Months, to be paid to their Atrornies.---Hence a 


Door to innumerable Frauds and impoſitons on 
theſe poor Men, was widely opened; It immediately 


becoming a Practice for the Money-Lenders to ad- 
vance Money to the Purſers, and Captains Cierks, 
for buying Letters of Attorney for the #wo Months 
Pay; Which Pay amounting, after the fixed De- 
ductions upon it, to forty Ave Shillings was fre- 


quently ſold in the V -Indies and other foreign 
Parts, for eighteen or twenty Shillings ; whereby the 
Seamen ſuffered a Deduction of about 60 per Cent. 


from their Wages.---In this Practice Officers of 


the Ships were alſo ſometimes ſuſpected, upon too 


manifeſt Grounds, to be concerned. 


Theſe Impoſitions begining to ſpread through the 


D whole 250 0 a Proviſion in the 


r 
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f other AR, of the ſame Year, for e all "oP 
men's Letters of Attorney void, unleſs 3 I 


in order to prevent Money from being lent u 


ſuch Letters, raiſed Ohjections againſt this Me od 


of Payment; which co- operating. with the ſhort 


Sums, voted for the Naval Service, and with the 
Deſire to pay thoſe Branches firſt, which bore Intereſt, 
gradually relaxed, after Lord Torrington's Death, 


theExecution of this Act, till towards the Year 1739, 


when it was 1 laid alide; But though the Im- 


olitions, upon the Seamen, from their granti 


Letters of Attorney, during the Payment of the 5 
two Jonths Wages out of fix, began to be enor- 

maus, yet Means might have been uſed for chec- 
 quing,. thoſe Impoſitions; and by what Authority 


this regular and ſpeedy Payment of Wages, ſolemn- 
I directed to be made by the Act before mentioned, 


is 'diſcontinued, does not appear by the ſame e 


nals, nor by the Public Statutes. 


The other Act For encouraging Seamen to enter into 


| bis Majeſty's Service, has been executed, and conti- 


nues to be ſo ſtill, in moſt Inſtances; It con- 


tains many Proviſions, under various detached 


Heads, for the Encouragement of Seamen, for 


5 the regular ifſuing of their Tickets, and for pre- 


| venting Impoſitions upon them in the Receipt w 


their Wages. _ 
This Act was brought into the Houſe by che 
Mliembers thereof belonging to the Board of Admi- 


ralty; but many Clauſes therein being very in- 


accurately expreſſed, are found, by Experience, 

to be inadequate to the Purpoſes for which they 

were deſigned ; Inſtances of which will be found 
in the Courſe of the ſubſequent Remarks. 


Great Alterations and Amendments being there. : 
fore neceſſary to be made in both theſe Acts; It 


4 2 to de che Plan of the Right Hogourable 


1 Gentleman N 
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| Gefdeman' to procure their Repeal, and to \ eſtabliſh 
a Method for the punctual and ſpeedy Payment of 
.Seamen's Wages, in a new Act; comprehend- 
ing alſo ſuch Clauſes of theſe repealed Acts, as 
1 being duly rectified and improved, ſeemed proper 
to be retained, together with many new and eſſen- 
tial Proviſions for the Relief and Een 
of Britiſh Seamen. 
Having thus endeavoured to tay before you 
 ſorne Information relative to our Naval Regula- 
tions, which ſeem not improper to be delivered 
previouſly to the Abſtract, I ſhall detain you no 
longer from its Peruſal, except to remark, —That 
111 had particular Pleaſure i in obſerving this Scheme 
= purſued of repealing the former Acts, and enacting 
* de novo, any Clauſes therein, which were intended 
co be retained, inſtead of continuing theſe "Laws, 
= and adding Explanations of them by a ſubſequent 
Act; which laſt Method has been generally fol- 
_ lowed, and hath brought into our Statutes endleſs 
= == Perplexities on every Subject. 
Ihis Abſtract, which is included in \ the Bill it- 
ſelf, as Part thereof, for the Information of the 
Seatndh.: ſtands as follows; An Abſtract of 
2 Bill brought into Parliament in the 20th Year of 
the Reign of King George II. intitled, An AF for 
| tbe Encouragement of Seamen employed in the Royat 
Navy; and for eſtabliſhing a regular Method for the 
punual, frequent, and certain Payment of their 
Mages; and for enabling them more eaſily and readily 
to remit the ſame, for Support of their Wives and Fa- 
milies, and for preventing Frauds and hes; attends | 
- 75 ya TONES: PT 
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Every Volunteer, entering bis Name — 7 a Com- 15 


miſion-Offcer — for entering V olupteers, 0 
or 


eg C 


W e 
12 — . 


. 
mo 


FA N * enen e 1 9 
3% —1 nZib r 693244 GA ae 


„ ” > = (4p = N 
e r * a> 


1 20 


order 10 ſerve on board any Ship in the Royal Navy, 
ſhall receive a Certificate thereof, gratis, and be inti- 
tled to Wages from the Date of. ſuch Certificate, in- 
cluding the Day of the Date thereof, in caſe he makes 


bis Appearance on board within the Times following ; 


that 'is to ſay, within fourteen Days, if the Place 
where be enters is not above one hundred Miles from 
the Ship ; within twenty Days, if above one hundred 
Miles; or within thirty Days, if above two hundred 


Miles: And ſuch Volunteers are to be allowed the uſual 


' Conduti-Money, and alſo twa Months Wages advance, Z 
at the firſt fitting our of the Ship, and before =y 
| proceeds to Kea. 


RxMAE. 


This Clauſe is A in the ab Terms with 


che firſt Clauſe of the Act of 1 Geo. II. for encou- 


raging Seamen, except in the additional Words, at 


the fn filting out of the Ship , the Non: inſertion 
of which Words, was an evident Omiſſion in that 
Act. — By their Addition here, the Payment of the 
two Months Advance of Wages is duly reſtrained 


to the Volunteers on board of The Ship at ſuch firft 


FHling out ;—For Want of which Reſtriction in the 
faid Act, the Direction therein for the Payment of 
this Alvance,” now ſtands general for ever) Port, 


and. for every Time any ſuch Ship ſhall be fitted 
dut. Aren according to the preſent Practice 


of the Navy, the Commiſſioner at the Port, at 
tended 10 the Pay-clerks, repairs on board each 5 


Ship at her frf# fitting out, juſt before ſhe 


Feeds to Sea, and there pays ſuch Advance 'of 


Wages--So that ſuch Payment can only be made at 


Port where a Naval Commiſſioner ref des, which 
: 5 at each Port of firſt fitting out. And is alſo 
' found by Experience, proper to be made at ſuch 
Time only, without — Ps ſo that by the 


Inſertion 
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I 8 of theſe Words in the propoſed AQ, the 
| Law and the Praclice will be made coincident. 
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Every 1 Man „ 100 "Dow in any 
Ship, ſhall. be born for, and entitled to, bis Wages 
upon the Books of ſuch Ship, and to all other Bene. 


fits, as * he was Part ef the eee, of ye! 
Ship. . 


REMARK. 


This Chand: | is intirely. new, and 1 for 
preventing the oppreſſive Practice of bearing Men 
upon the Books of his Majeſty's Ships for a con- 
fiderable Time as Supernumeraries ; under which 


Denomination they are intitled to Vidtuals only on 
ſuch Ships, and not to Wages.---This Practice, as 1 

am informed, is carried on in the following Manner, 
Suppoſe a Ship to be put in Commiſſion, and that the 


Complement of her Crew conſiſts of Five Hundred 
Mea ;---the Officers of this Ship hereupon ſet 


themſelves to enter ſuch Men, either good, or in- 
different, as they can firſt procure, to the Amount 
of this Complement ; which is the whole Number 
allowed to be born for Wages: After which, they 


ſtill continue to receive Volunteers, and to preſs Men 


_ themſelves, and to receive ſuch from Regulating- 
Captains, to the Amount of perhaps Four Hun. 
 dred Men more; all which, exceeding their Com- 


plement, they enter on their Books as Supernu- 
meraries--- At length, when the Ship is ordered to 
proceed to Sea, the Officers cull their Crew out 
of the whole Nine Hundred, taking perhaps One 
Hundred of theſe Supernumeraries into it, and re- 
linquiſhing the reſt; which are ga nerally turned 
over to other Ships, and liable to nd. there 


: wn as  Supernumeraries ; ; in which Caſe, it hath | 


WR” Om fre- 


FF frequently *» that many poor Men, who KW 
have been torn from their Wives and Families 
„ and deprived of their uſual Means of Livelihood. 
baue been toſſed from one Ship to another for the > 
\F Space of /wo Nears before they were fixed on any 
i4 Ship, as Part of her Complement, and thereby 
1 for Wages. 
l la this Caſe alſo the Surgeons, Purſers, and 
Slopfellers, by whom ſuch Seamen have been ſup- 
13 plied with Medicines and neceſlary Cloathing, are 
put to great Trouble in following them through 
= the ſeveral Ships to their laſt Ship, (on which their 
Mages from their firſt Entrance into the Service 
are charged) in order to obtain their juſt Demands. 1 
But it will probably be urged in Defence of this 
Practice, that it enables the Officers of his Ma- 
. jeſty's Ships to procure abler Crews than they 
I! would otherwiſe obtain, and renders the Fleet in 
= | general better manned. —In anſwer to which, 715 » ˙ 
do be obſerved, that this Scheme ok 9 - 
| | "Ciewt and allowing the Officers a. ber Time _ 
for examining the Health, and F wm * 6 Ser- 
'' vice, of the ſeveral Men, is greatly indulged in 
" this Clauſe; it being permitted to them herein, to 
Feep any Man nine Days before he is received 
into the Ship's Complement, and born for Wages; 
4 after which alſo, upon their finding a better Man, 
they are empowered at any Time to receive him 
into their Crew, and to diſmiſs any one in his 
Stead, whom they have already admitted ; ſo that 
the Officers have a competent Time allowed them 
by this Clauſe for examining the Men, they pro- 
| cure, and culling their Compliment ; and are only 
prevented from keeping ſuch poor Men an unrea- 
Fo Ee Time re ne ee — 
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e to Sea. 


10 50 By Officer or. Sam who "batt! be el CU! 
from one Ship to another, fhall not ſerve, or be rated 


before. 8 , 


„ 
98 Crausk III. 


e + Offeer or Seaman wh % 4 at 
* 7005 ele, one Ship to another, by Order from the 


Admiralty, | or a Commander of a Squadron on the ' 


Coaſt, or in a Port of Great-Britain (in caſe the Ship 1 


into which he is turned over, is then, or ſhall come 
into a Port where there is a Commiſſioner of the 


Navy) Hall be paid by proper Pay- liſts, all the Mage ages 


| due to him in the Ship from which he was ſo turned 


over, before the Ship into which be fhary be Lb = 


(ide. lava af 


Remark. "Bo pe 288 


This Chauſe is nearly the ſame with os | ith 
0 Fauſe of the Act of the 4th of Aune, cap, 19. 


intitled, An All for the Encouragement and Increaſe 


of Seamen, except in the Words printed in Roman 


Cbaracters which are inſerted in the propoſed Act, 


in order to preſcribe the particular Method of Pay- 
ment by Pay-liſts, and to reſtrain the Direction to 
thoſe Ports, where only it is Ew of 0G . 
ried 1 into Execution. 1 


10 V 


in a worſe Quality or lower Degree, than he ferved 


in, or "was rated for, in the former Ship. And f. 
have an Advance of two Months Wits, before the 
Ship mto cbich he is turned over, proceeds ie Sea, in 


caſe he ſhall not have received ſuch Advan ne 


t4f 53 
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RruARE. 


8 TY © +3: J 
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This Clauſe WR" with this third 0 of the 


Act of the firſt of Geo. II. for encouraging” Seamith, 
| rg in the Words printed in Roman Characters 


here 


© apy 5 


* 
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here added; without which, Volunteer- ſeamen, con- 


tinued : in the Service, . be liable to obtain 
two Months Advance of Wages in every Ship to 


1 Cavs, V. 


which they were transfered, which Indulgence is 
not intended to be repeated, nor neceflary to them, 
under the propoſed 7 and F ae 
of their Ts.” 5 


OY gam of r Hall, in the 657 Place, fri 


Time to Time, be ifſued and applied out of the Supplies 


granted, or to be granted, for any Naval, Services, 


as ſhall be neceſſary for the regular and punttual Pay- 


ment of all Tickets made out in the Manner directed 


the Ati, and for the regular and punitual Diſcharge 


of all Pay and Mages due, or to grow due, in Manner 


following : > that is to ſay, as ſoon as any Ship ſhall bave 
7n_Sea-pay. twelve Months, or more, five compleat 


Pay books ſhall be immediately made out for all the Of- 
fieers. and Seamen, for all the Time ſuch Ship ſhall 
Bave been in Pay, except the laſt fix Months, 12 ball 


Ze forthwith tranſinitted by the firſt ſafe Opportunity, : 
 wwith three Alphabets, and a Slop-book, to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy at London; and, as ſoon as 


Juch Ship ſhall be, or arrive in a Port of Great Britain, 


where there is a "Commiſſioner of the Navy ;, the Com- 


miſſoners ef the Navy at London are to cauſe Pay- 
ment to be made of the he Wages due, dedutting the Ad- 
Lance. money and all Defalcations, leaving always fix 


Months Wages unpaid, and no 


Wages due upon any Ship, ſhall be paid within two 


more; and all the 


Months after. the Arrival of ſuch 9 in Port to be 


ig 144 
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RME. : 


This Clans i is intirely new, and is the great 


Baſs of the Bill.---Jt directs. 


9 That out of 5 
= " 


5 „ 

ſuch Monies as are 1 or ſhall pe as. 

for any Naval Services, ſuch Sums, as That be 
neceſſary, ſhall in the firſt Place be iſſued and applied 

for the regular and punctual Diſcharge of all Sea- 
men's Wages; either ſuch, for which Tickets 
ſhall have been duly made ts: or any other 
Mages. 5 
Sccondly, It appoints che Payment of fix 
Months Wages, - whenever twelve Months are 
due; Whereby the Seamen, inſtead of being payed, 
as directel by the Act before mentioned, #00 
Mouths Wages | in /x, which they generally 8 
ed not worthy to be ſaved, would, by receiving /ix 
Months Wages together, obeain an uſeful Sum, fir 
to be preſerved intire, for the Benefit of themſelves | 


and Families. 


Thirdly, It ernie this payment to ſuch Ships 
as ſhall arrive, or be at any Port of Great Britain, 
where a Naval Commiſſioner reſides ; whereby no 
Wages being allowed to be payed upon Letters of 
Attorney from ſuch Seamen, during their Abſence 
abroad, all Impoſitions of that Sort will be avoid- 
ed: At the ſame Time, by a ſubſequent Clauſe, 
theſe Seamen are allowed, under proper Regulations, 
to remit Money home to their Wives, during ſuch 
Abſence. 

Fourthly, It fixes ſuch an Interval between the 
Payments, as. is convenient in Practice, and detains 
a proper limited Arrear unpaid; Which Afrear, 
when ſuch Ships are in Great Britain, is not to be 
leſs than ſix Months, nor to exceed twelve Months 
Wages, and cannot be deemed an Hardſhip, as 
ſuch Seamen, who are the Servants of the Public, 
will hereby ſuffer no greater Detention of their 
| Wages, than happens in general to Servants. in 
private Families; beſides, ſome Arrear is always 
W er to be detained, for fatisfying the legal 


Demands 
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1 6 1 
aan; of the Purſers, Slopſellers, and other 
Perſons, by whom ſuch Seamen are furniſhed with 
Cloaths and other Neceſſaries on Ship- board, at 


fixed Prices. 


Thus the ſecuring, out of all Months granted he 
Naval Services, the Preference of Payment to Sea- 
men's Wages before any other Branch of the Na- 
he. Department; The Payment of ſix Months 

5 together, to ſuch Ships as ſnall be at pro- 
per 


rts in Great-Britain, when twelve Months 


are due; and the keeping of ſix Months Wages 


in Arrear, whilſt the Ships continue in Service, are 
the principal Pillars of the Bill propoſed, and arg 


formed with a Simplicity and Strength adequate 


to the Superſtructure they are to 2 


CLavsz VI. 
27 be Month to conſe it of tiventy- eight Days ; 


Remark. M0 


This Clauſe i is e ſame as the ſeventh Clauſe i in 


the Act of the firſt of Geo. II. cap. 19. and is 


agreeable to the ancient Practice of the Navy. 


3 5 

"Upon Application to the Commiſſioners of the Navy 
at London, by any inferior Officer or Seaman who ſball 
then be in the Service, and who was abſent at the 
Payment of the Ship hereunto he did belong, or from 


the Commander of any Ship, on board of which am . 
 fuch Officer or Seaman ſhall then ſerve, in caſe ſuch 


hip ſhall be in a Port where there is a Commiſſioner 
of the Navy, the Commiſſioners of the Navy at Lon- 
don. ſhell immediately ſend the Pay Books or Pay-Liſts 

to ſuch: Commiſſioner, who ſhall forthwith cauſe _ 5 
Mage. to be paid to * — or Seaman. . 


RNAAE. 


e 


1 17 *. 
| Rewank./ | 


This Clauſe is iitel) new, and calculate to 
prevent the Hardſhips liable to happen to ſuch in- 
ferior Officers and Seamen as have been abſent, 
with the Leave of their commanding Officer, or 
by Sickneſs, or from any other allowable Cauſe, at 

the Time their Ships have been paid off ;—Accord- 

to the preſent Practice, when Ships are paid 
of at the Out-ports, the Pay-Books are generally” 


kept there for a conſiderable Time afterwards, and 


Recalls of the Ship, that is repeated Days of Pay. 
ment, in favour of the Abſentees, are appointed; 
- After which, the Pay- Books are ſent to Lon- 
don, where Recalls of the ſame Ships are ſome- 
times made; but not ſo frequently, from the great 
Multiplicity of Buſineſs, as might be convenient 
to the poor Seamen; Under Which Delays, theſe 
ſuffering Men, unable to bear the Expence and 
Wediouineſs of waiting at London, are forced to ſell 
the Pay due to them at a great Loſs; Or perhaps 

being hurried on board other Ships, they have no 
Opportunity of recovering it * to them - 
ſelves or Families. 

In Remedy of this Evil, the Payment of ſuch 
Abſentees is propoſed by this Bill to be made by 
Pay- Boots and Pay-Liſts to be tranſmitted from 
the Navy-Office, t to the Ports preſcribed : This 
ethod is liable to no other Difficulty than the 
Conveyance of theſe Books and Lifts between 

| "Lad and ſuch Ports. In reſpe& to which, 
- when the Number of N at one Time: 
upon any Ship is ſmall, as will generally be the 
Caſe, the Payments may be made by Pay-Lifts, 

which may be tranſmitted by the common Poſt to 
the Commiſſioners at London, with great Eaſe and 
f * But if the Wunde of ſuch Abſentees 


„„ ply 


RT OM for their Wages at the 8 Time be large, 
which will very rarely happen, the Pay- books in 
| ſuch Caſe may be <a with ſufficient Diſpatch, 
by the Carriers; In which Method, thoſe, who are 
acquainted with the Multitude of Books and Pa- 
pers now ſent by the ſame Conveyance, three or 
four Times in a Week, to the Dock-yards, will ſee 


no Inconvenience or Difficulty.----And it may be 7 
un obſerved, that this Method of paying 8 


ages of the Abſentees, inſtead of the preſent 


| Recalls, would "eek 2 ſecured from Impoſition 
or Fraud, 


to be wholly executed 
- under the ſame e as the other Payments of 
Seamen's Wages; And would relieve the Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy at London from their pre- 
fent Attendances on Recalls, as well as ſecure to the 
diſtreſſed Abſentees the immediate er of 
their Weges. 
55 n VIII. OT 
* he Captain or Commander Kal make eto Tick 
upon the Death of every inferior Officer and Seaman, and 
hall tranſmit the fan by the firſt ſafe Opportumty,.'te 
' the Commiſſioners of the Navy at London, uh are to 
canſe the Day of the Receipt thereof ta be endorſed there- 
on, and ta aſſign the ſame for Payment wit hin one Month 
from the Day of making ſuch Enderſement , Aud the 
fame ſhall be delivered, and Payment. thereon made, 
dit bout am Fee or Roward, to the Executors ar Admi- 
niſtrators * ſuch Officer or Seaman, or e e of 
uch n or nen ; 


REMA. 1 
hi 5 is IE firſt Clauſe 1 to 7 rckets. 1 


; It contains Directions for making out, and paying, 
the Tickets of dead Seamen... At preſent, though 


the Tickets for dead Seamen are ordered to be 
| forthwith paid, yet ſuch Payment, not being 


1 09 1. 

B to be made in any preſcribed Tins, i is fre- 
quently delayed, and the Families of the Deceaſed 
are long oppreſſed by | tedious, fruitleſs Atten- 
dances. - Whereas, under the Directions here given 
for enderfing the Tickers, immediately after they 
are received, and delivering them without Fee. or 
Reward to the Repreſentatives of the deceaſed Sea- 
men, aſſigned upon the Pay-office for Payment 
within one Month from the Date of ſuch Endorſe- 
ment,” theſe aſſigned Tickets would, be equal to 
Money druugbts upon any reſponſible Banker; 

 Wher&by the ſpeedy and punctual Payment of this 
Species of Tickets, which accrue to the diſtreſſed 
Families of the Weßalen 1 would, be local 
promoted. Win „ "Ip nf * 

Chavhs N. ouebas e 


The — 8 or + nd "ſhall make out a 7 — 
for every inferior Officer or Seaman who ſhall be diſ- 
charged, as unſerviceable, purſuant to the Directions of _ 
the Hes, and ſhall ſend ſuch Ticket, by the firft ſafe Op. 
portunity, to the Commiſſioners of the Nævy at London. 
The Captain or Commander ſhall not Ever ſuch Ticket, 
10 ſauch Officer or Seaman, but ſhall give him a Certifi- 
cate of fuch Diſcharge, containing the Number and Date 
of ſuch Ticket, and an Account of the neat Money due 


thereupon to fuch Officer or Seaman. The Commiſſioners . 


of the Navy ſhall affign ſuch Ticket for Payment within 
one Mons after the Receipt thereof; And the ſame 
Hall be delivered, and Payment immediately made at the 
Pay- office of the Navy, to ſuch Officer or Seaman, or 
to his Executors or Adminiſtrators, or to the Attar- 
| ney of ſuch Executors or Adminiſtrators, and to no other 
Perſon, without any Fee or Reward , Or ſuch Officer 


er Seamun'ma ay produce his Certificate to a Commiſſuner 


of the Navy at any Port in Great Britain, who, being 
Jaligſſed that ſuch Certificate was made out for ſuch Per- 


fon, foall * and 9 * _ to the Commiſ 
* 


| Fee or On... 


[ 00. C ; 
foes of the Navy at London, - who, within four 
Days after the Receipt of ſuch Certificate,” —— directed to 
fend the Ticket for ſuch Officer or Seaman ; Or if fuch 
Ticket ſball not have been tranſmitted to them; proper 
Pay-liſis inflead thereof to the Commiſſioners of ſuch 
Port, wwho, upon Receipt of ſuch Ticket or Pay- liſts, 
all cauſe immediate rv gn Rowe to be made, - 


RrMARER. 


This Clauſe is new, and calculated — prevent- N 
ing Frauds and Impoſitions, and alſo Delays of 


Payment, in another Species of Tickets; That is, 


in the Tickets of diſcharged Seamen, who are diſ- 
abled from further Service, and are not in his 
Majeſty's Hoſpitals. At prefent, ſuch diſabled 
Men, upon being examined by the Commander in 
Chief of the Squadron to which they belong, and 
allowed by him to be unſerviceable, are diſcharged; 
And Tickets for their Wages are delivered to them- 

ſelves, and ordered to be paid forthwith  Notwith- 
ſtanding which, when theſe Tickets are produced, 

by any ; ſuch diſcharged Men to the Comptroller 
of the Navy, the Authenticity of the Tickets, as 
well as the Identity of the Perſons producing them, 
become requilite to be examined: The Difficulties 
of aſcertaining which Points, and the Cautions 


Y proper to be held therein for avoiding Impoſitions, 


together with preſſing Demands for other Articles 
of Service liable to no Doubts, continually poſt- 
pone the Payment of theſe Tickets; Whereby the 


diſabled Men, after painfully exerting themſelves 
to arrive at London, in order to receive their 


Wages, are ſtill further worn out by Delays and 


Attendances. To avoid which Inconveniences, 


they are generally forced to /el! their Tickets 
at an enormous Loſs to uſurious Purchaſers; 
Who, upon proving the Payment of the Pur- 
choſe-monyy, are not hon: — to aſcertain any 

JOE 


1 

Ang of Perſon ; By which Circumſtance the p 

Seaman, upon offering his own. Ticket for 8 

ment, not knowing how to prove himſelf the ſame 

Perſon it was made out for, is greatly emharraſſed. 
The Proviſions propoſed by this Clauſe for re- 

 medying theſe Evils will appear, upon a Scrutiny 


into them, to be formed with great Contrivance 


ald Judgment; For, Firſt, By the Tranſmiſſion 
of theſe Tickets directly to the Commiſſioners of 
the Navy, without their being delivered, upon 
any Pretence to the Seamen themſelves, their 2 
thenticity is perfectly eſtabliſhed. =. 
Secondly, Theſe Tickets, being directed to " 
paid to ſuch Seamen themſelves, are not liable to 
be fold by them; Whereby v/urious Extortion is 
prevented from intermeddling i in their Tickets, as 
it would do, if they were delivered into their own 
Cuſtody, and made payable, as at preſent, oy URI 


ſebves or their Attornies. 


Thirdly, The Certificates of Diſcharge, which 
may be cut off indentwiſe from the ' ſeveral _ 
Tickets, and thereby not be liable to be for 

upon being produced by theſe Seamen to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy, and found correſpondent 
to their Appearances, will at once verify, in the 
cleareſt Manner, their Identity and Right to their 
reſpective Tickets: Whereupon the ſaid Tickets 


endorſed, and aſfiened for Payment within one Month 


from the Time they were received, are directed to 


be delivered to ſuch Seamen, or to their Repreſen- 
tatives; Whereby all unneceſſary Attendance will 
be avoided, and their ſpeedy Feen b 


ſecured. 
lt is allo W by che later Part af this 


. Cas. that theſe diſcharged Seamen, upon repair- _ 


ing to any Port, where a Naval Commiſſioner re- 
fides, ſhall, if they deſire it, be there paid their 
* ages 3 ; Whereby ſuch, as 2 remote from Lon- 
2 N "> 


L 22 3 


un, will be ſaved from the Fatigue and Expence 
of going thither, and the Payment of their Wages 


will, in general, be brought near to their own 


Habitations.---And to prevent caſual Interruptions 


to the Payment of theſe diſcharged Men, it is fur- 


| ther provided by the latter Part of this Clauſe, that 


any ſuch Seaman arriving at home before his Ticket 
ſhall be received at the Navy-office, and producing 


his Certificate of Diſcharge to a Naval Commil- 


fioner at any Port, ſhall be payed his Wages by a 
Pay-lift with the ſame Diſpatch, as if his Ticket had 


been received. 


But it hath been objected, that ſuch diſcharged 


Seamen may happen to Joſe their Certificates. 


This is true; And at preſent they are alſo liable to 


| loſe: their Tickets; In either Caſe, the requiſite 


Title to the Wages not being produced, the Merits 


of the Claim, upon a juſt Repreſentation thereof, 
are to be inquired into by the proper Board for 

_ Examining the ſame, and granting Relief in ſuch 
Inſtances; But it is evident, that ſuch Seamen 


would be ſubject to no greater Miſchances on this 


Head from theſe Certificates of Diſcharge, than they 


are now from the Tickets delivered into their own 
- But the N Objection to this Clauſe turns 


upon the Caſe of Seamen diſcharged at a great Di- 
ſtance from London, or from any Port where a 
Naval Commiſſioner reſides; Such Seamen at 
| | preſent, by receiving their Tickets themſelves, are 
enabled to {ell them, though at conſiderable Loſs, 
| | whenever they pleaſe, and to receive their Wages 
at their own Homes; Whereas under this Clauſe; 
they will not be able to obtain their Wages, but by 
repairing to London, or to one of the Ports preſcribed, 
for this Purpoſe; Which, in the Caſe of Seamen 
diſcharged in Freland, or in the Britiſh American 
Plantations, whoſe Families may happen to reſide _ 


„ 


RE 1. 
there, would be ſo great a Trouble and Expence, as 
in Effect to prove an Excluſion from fuch Wages. 
| This Objection is not deſtitute of Force; But it 
may be obſerved, that Seamen belonging to any 
of his Majeſty's Ships, who become. difabled 
abroad by Wounds, Sickneſs, or long Service, are 
generally brought home in ſuch Ships, or in other 
Ships provided for them, to a Port where a Naval 
Commiſſioner reſides, and there diſcharged; Where- 
by they are delivered into proper Hoſpitals for their 
Recovery, if curable; or, if otherwile, are intitled, 
on proper Vacancies, to be admitted into Green- 


wich Hoſpital. 


However, as Caſes may Arise, Abend it may be 
convenient for diſcharged Men to receive their 
Wages at their own Homes, without repairing to 
| Tanda, or to a Port wheie! a Naval Commiſſioner 
reſides, it may perhaps be right to conſider of a 
proper Method for granting Relief in ſuch In- =; 
ſtances; Which, I am perſuaded, if really necel- 
ſary, will be eaſily fixed by the Sagacity of the 
Author of this Bill.---In other Inſtances, the Pro- 
viſions in this Clauſe appear to be formed witk 

great Judgment and Circumſpection.—- By avoiding 
to deliver the Tickets to the Seamen themſelves, 
Ülmpoſitions upon them, and on the Public,” by the 
Purchaſe or Forgery of ſuch Tickets are prevented., 2 
At the ſame Time, by delivering to ſuch Sea-. 

men Certificates of their Diſcharge, not liable” to 
be forged, and deſcriptive of their Perſons and 
Infirmities, their Rights to their reſpective Tickets 
are aſcertained, and the r Doubts retarding 
their: Ws ny removed. Nc 
Ciavues: X. e 


An paferior Officer or Seaman, EY WY” _ 5 4 * 
5 1 We ö an 2 ral. or Teck a 
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5 Len. 
| 1 may in lite Manner e the Certifi- 
_ cate of his Diſcharge to a Commiſhoner at any Part, cob, 
upon being ſatisfied that ſuch Officer er Seaman is unſer- 
 wuceatley/hall ſign the fame on the Certificate, and tranſ. 
mit ſuch Certificate to the Commiſſioners of the Navy at 
London, abo, within four Days after the Receipt of 
\ ſuch Certificate,. are directed to ſend. proper Pay-lifts 
fer the Wages due to . ſuch Officer or Seaman, to the 
Commiſſoners at ſuch Port, who, upon Receipt of ſuch 
Pay: liſts from ſuch Commiſſioners, ſhall cauſe immediate 
Payment of the apes to be made, without Fee or Re- 
ward, to ſuch Officer or Seaman, who, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch Diſcharge, ſhall be maintained in ſuch Heſpt- 
tal or fick Quarters, from the Time he ſhall preſent the 
e until the Payment is W | 


Ruwaks. 


This Clauſe ; is new, and calculated to 8 for i 
dhe regular and ſpeedy Payment of Seamen di- 
cbarg d, as incurable, from Hoſpitals or fick Quar- 
ters. At preſent, in purſuance of a late Order of 
the Admiralty, a fick Ticket is granted to ſuch dif- 
charged Seamen, directed to be ſubje& to the Order 
of the Commiſſioner of the Navy at the Dock- 
yard where it ſhall be preſented for Payment; 
But many Objections and Difficulties which ariſe 
on this Occaſion, obſtruct ſuch Payment. The 
Commiſſioners of the Navy at the Dock-yards are 
not poſſeſſed of the Books of any Ship, or of other 
Vouchers, whereby they can examine and check 
thee Tickets; pA} if the ſame are paid, upon 
their Orders, by the Pay- clerks of the Treaſurer 
of the Navy, and any Error ſhall be made therein, 
as will be frequently liable to happen, the Loſs _ 
muſt fall upon this Treaſurer; To whom the Order 
of the Admiralty. for ſuch Payment will not be 
* as a 1 Voucher in 3 his Ac- 


| — 


: 1 
tounts. " Whereas by the FAY propoſed in this 
Clauſe, of paying fach diſcharged Men by Pay- 


Lui, which are eſtabliſned regular Vouchers for 


Payment, no Objection, or Delay, is able to be 
made by the Treaſurer of the Navy ;---In further 
Compaſſion to theſe poor Men, they are alſo, by 
the Direction of this Clauſe, to be maintained in 
ſuch Hoſpitals, or fick Quarters, from the Time 
of preſenting their Certificates of Diſcharge to the 
Naval ' Commiſſioner, © until they ſhall have re. N 
ceived full ted of their Wage. 6. 


er an XI. 


8 Te Ener of Tickets or Pa Lat Hall not be 
delayed, though the Muſter and Pay-Books be not re- 5 
 gularly ſent by the Captains or Commanders of Ships ; 

But if any Error ſhall be made in the Tickets or Pay - 
Lifts, the Loſs ſhall be made good out of the Wages Fu 
or lo grow due to, the Captain or Commander, by * whom , 
ſuch T; reket or Pay-Lifts were made cut. 


R MARK. 


18 Clause which is new, is c for pre⸗ | 
venting an Objection often made to the Payment 
of Tickets, and Pay-Liſts, on Pretence 9 55 the 
Muſter-Books and Pay-Books of the Ship on . 
they are made out, have not been tranſmitted to 
the Navy- Office. Under which Pretence, Gratui- 
ties have been ſometimes taken for ſcarching for 


ſuch Mufter-Books and Pay- Books, and for alcer-,, = 


taining their regular Tranſmiſſion 3, The Removal, 
therefore of this Objection, will be of great Benefit 
to Seamen in general, and to their Repreſentatives. be” 
The latter Part of this Claufe, directing that 
every Detriment to the public. Treaſure, ariſing, 
from Errors in Tickets, or Pay-Liſts, made out 
by any e be rectified at his Expence, 1 is per- 

E TT kelly”. 
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feftly reaſonable, and 3 to the preſent In- 


ſtructions given to ſuch Captains; Otherwiſe the 


L oſs by ſuch Errors would fall upon the Treaſurer 


of the Navy, who would find it impracticable to 5 


recover from diſperſed, ien rg the | 
06 > 8 


CLaver XI. 
. * the Pay Books of any Ship, which ſhall not Je 


h Part of Great Britain, or an the Coaſt tbertef, 


ſhall be prepared, the Captain or Commander ſball cauſe 
the Names of all the inferior Officers and Seamen to be 
called for, and each to anſwer to bis Name; and if 
any. ſuch Officer or Seaman ſball then declare or deliver 
in Writing. the Name and Place of Mode of his Wife, 
and deſire that the Whole or any Part of his Wages, or 


Pay, then payable upon ſuch Books, ſhould be paid to her 


by the Receiver-General of the Land-Tax for any 
Connty,. er the Collector of the Cuſtoms or Exciſe in any 
Port or Diftrift in Great Britain, or the Clerk f +4 


| Chegne at any Dack-yard, the Captain or Commander is 
Aridi required to cauſe the ſame to be diſtinguiſhed in 


the Pay-Books, and figned by ſuch Officer or Seaman ; 
The Commiſſioners of the Navy at London, on Receipt 
of the Books, ſpall immediately make out two Bills, pur- 

ſuant to the Directions of the Ad, for the Payment of 


' the Mages ſo allatted ; One of which Bills hal be ſent 


to the Wife, and the other to the Receiver, Collector, or 
Clerk of the Checque, who is immediately to pay the 
Wages tberein mentioned, without any Fee or Reward, 


10 theWife, incaſe ſbe produces ber Bill, and a proper 


Certificate of her Marriage, within fix "Calendar 
Months after the Date of fuch Bill, and gives a Re- 


cctceipt; ar othertuiſe ſuch Bill is to be returned and un- 


celled, and the Sum contained therein ſhall become puy- 


able ta ſuch inferior Oficer or er een = ip | 
1 F rw: | 


RE MARK. 


1 
n ee VS 
This Clauſe is intirely new, and calculated fot 
enabling ſuch Seamen, as ſhall be abroad in his 
Majeſty's Service, to remit any Part of their Wages 
due, and payable, to their Vives at home. It 
| ſeems to have ariſen from a juſt Deference ſhewn 
by the Right Hon. Gentleman to your Petition, 
and the Petition of other principal trading Ports; 
And grants an Indulgence perfectly agreeable 
thereto, for the Relief of the diſtreſſed Families of 
ſuch Seamen : In the French Marine, as it is 
averred by thoſe who are converſant in it, their 
Seamen are all allowed to remit home Part of their 
Wages; And a Privilege of this Sort is alſo con- 
ſtantly granted by our own Eaſt- India Company, 
and by ſome Merchants of this Kingdom, to their 
Scamen; The Want whereof in his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice hath principally occaſioned the general Diſguſt 
in Seamen to this Service. een eee 
i However, on the other hand, it appears to have 
been juſtly conſidered in this Clauſe, that the al- 
lowing of Seamen, during their Service abroad, to 
aſſign their Wages to be paid at home, on Pretence 
of relieving their Families, would be liable to great 
Exils ; -Oppreſſions, and Temptations. of all Sorts, 
would in ſuch Caſe be ready to be ſpread, to induce 
them haſtily to ſell what they have ſo dearly earn- 
ed; So that an Indulgence of this Kind, unleſs” 
planned with the greateſt Caution, would tend only 
to rob theſe. ignorant Men of their Pay, inſtead of 
_ ſupporting their Families;--This ſeems to have been 
attentively weighed by the Author of this Bill; 
E And from 8 though ſuch Seamen are al- 
lowed to remit their Wages home, yet theſe Remii- 
tances are reſtrained to be made to their Vives only; 
each of whom, previous to her receiving ſuch” 
Wages, is to authenticate her Marriage by a Cer- _ 
I RT oe ube, E700 
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ef... 25 1 
tificate 8 nana by the Miniſter and Mech 


Wardens of the Pariſh where they were married — 


Which Certificates, upon any Suſpicion of Fraud, 
are eaſily verified, or detected, by a Reference bd 
the proper parochial Regiſters. | 
But it hath been objected to this Clue, that i it 
quent Practice for one of theſe Seamen to 
paſs through the Ceremony of Marriage with two 
or three different Women, all living at the ſame 
Time; each of whom will be able to produce a 
regular Certificate of her Marriage, and thereby be 
intitled to claim his Wages.—In Anſwer to which, 
it is to be obſerved, that by the Method preſcribed 
in this Clauſe, every Perplexity and Doubt con- 


dcerning the | Perſon þ yu intitled to receive ſuch 


Mages, is clearly avoided; For, according to this 
Method, the Wages of every ſuch Seaman remit- 
ted home, will not be liable to be claimed by dif- 
ferent Perſons producing Certificates of their Mar- 
Hage, but by ſuch one Perſon, whoſe Name and 
Place of Abode ſhall be inſerted by him, as his 
\ Wife, in the Pay Books of ſuch Ship; To whom 


... only a Bill for eh Wages will be tranſmitted, and 
vpon her producing a Certificate of ber e 


become payable. 
This Payment is alſo contxined to be ei in 


| the moſt convenient Manner, without Expence, by 


Bills tranſmitted from the Navy-Office, to the 
Wives of theſe Sramen at their own Homes, and 
made payable, without Fee or Reward, by a neigh- 
bouring public Officer, upon only producing their 
Certificates of Marriage; Whereby the Sale of 

ſuch, Bills, and every Intervention of uſurious 


_Brokers therein, is abſolutely. prevented. At the 


fame Time, as a Duplicate of every ſuch Bill is 
made out, and cut from it indentwiſe, through ob: 
que Lines, and Flouriſhes, and tranſmitted; alſo 
ow the Navy -Office to the public Officer, by 


whom -” 


x 29 1 

whom ſuch Bill i is to be paid. Theſe Genkecben 
who are converſant in Buſineſs, will eaſily detect 

any counterteit Bill; And upon the leaſt Suſpicion 

of Fraud, can immediately apply to the Commiſ- 


ſioners of the Navy, for full e before 1 


they make the Payment. 
It hath alſo been objected to this Clauſe, that 
there are various Degrees of Kindred, beſides 
Wives, ſuch as aged Parents, ' young Children, 
and other Aiſtreſſed Kinsfolks, who may be proper 
Objects of Compaſſion ; And yet, that no Seaman 
is allowed by the Bill propoſed, to remit any Part 
of his Wages for their Relief. This Objection 
might be yielded to, if the Parents, or other 
Kinsfolks of ſuck Seamen could be duly after- 
_ rained, in the fame Manner as their Wives, 
proper Certificates But ſuch an Extenſion of 
this Indulgence, it is much to be feated, would be 
liable to continual Miſtakes and Frauds; And as the- 


| Relief of the Wives of theſe Seamen may be ſup- 


poſed to comprehend the Relief of their Childien, 
and in many Caſes of their Parents likewiſe, it ſeems 
to include the principal - helpleſs Branches of their 
Kindred, who are moſt entitled to their Cen 
and Support. 
It is true, that unmarried Sue who may be 
| liable to compaſſionate Demands from diſtreſſed 
Parents, or other Kinsfolks, during their Service 
abroad, are hereby excluded from remitting home 


Part of their Wages for their Relief; An Indulgence 


of this Sort to theſe Seamen, might undoubtedly, in in 
many Inſtances, be applied to worthy and hur 


Purpoſes. But ſtill it is perhaps 5 to 805 
culiar Encouragements to Marti nom 2N- 


tering into which, Seamen will beenab e d to "Hike 


| Remittances for all Purpoſes to their ves; Who 
ms be n, 8 25 the Whole, to be their beſt roſ 
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moſt e Agents; On whom they can alſo rely, . 
that a comfortable and grateful Reception will be 
| = rovided for them upon their Return home; 


hereby much of the expenſive Diſſipation ſuch 
Seamen are liable to in their unmarried State, may 


= | be prevented, and their Attachment to their 00x 
| Gamry' be” better ſecured ; So that, if this Clauſe, 


by reſtraining the Remittances to be made from 


abroad by ſuch Seamen to their Wives only, ſhould 
' Induce'apy of them to enter into Matrimony, it 
will de likely thereby to have an Effect advanta- | 
gious both to'tbemſelves and the Public. 


As to the Direction in this Clauſe, injoining 5 
public Officers therein mentioned to pay theſe Bills, 


it is agreeable to Directions given by the Legiſla- 
ture in ſeveral Inſtances.— The Money allotted by 
the Preſs Act of laſt Lear to the Conſtables, is or- 
dered to be payed, upon Warrants from the Com- 
miſſioners named in the Act, by the Receiver- 
General of the Land- Tax. -The Rewards granted 
by his Majeſty's Proclamation for diſcovering Sea- 
men concealing themſelves, are ordered to be payed 
by the Collectors of the Cuſtoms at the ſeveral 
Ports. And there are various other Inſtances of 
Sums directed by the Legiſlature to be payed by 


ſome of theſe public Officers, who aie afterwards 


to be repaid at the proper Offices in London; Be- 
ſiqdes, as all the public Officers deſcribed in this 
Clauſe, except the Clerks of the Checque, collect 
Money in the Country, which they are to remit to 
London, it muſt be of Uſe to them to obtain, with⸗- 


out Expence, authentic Bills for this Furpoſe, pay- 


able at the Navy- Office ;---And as to Clerks of 


the Checque, they are to be allowed, by this Clauſe 


any of theſe Bills, in paſſing their Accounts. 


It is alſo provided in this Clauſe, that if any 


8 * Staman n. to whom one of * Bills 


mall 


1 37 3 
| hall be 1 payable, ſhall be dead, -or abſent 
from her Place of Abode therein ſpecified, ſo as not 
to be found; Or if any Failure ſhall happen in 


In the 7. ranſmiſſion of any. ſuch Bills, ſo that their 


Payment ſhall not be duly demanded within ſix 
Months from their Date, ſuch Payment ſhall then 
_ ceaſe. to be due; And the Sum contained in every 
ſuch Bill ſhall revert to the Seaman, by; whom it 
was intended. to be remitted; So that, upon the 
Whole, the Excellence of this Clauſe diſcovers it- 
ſelf in happily fixing upon the Caſe, the moſt 
compaſſionate, and exſenſi ive, as well as the egſieſt 
to be aſcertained, which is the Caſe of theſe Sca- 
men's Wives, and by allowing Remittances of their 
Wages to be made from abroad to theſe Wives only, 
under a Method free from Fraud, Delay, and Ex- 
pence; Keeping faſt ſhut at the ſame Time all 
the other Doors of Egreſs of their ae n 
to e Fraud and Extortiunn. fit 
C!r aus XIII. Herb 11 yd 
In 11. Manner, <oben WW, ages or Pay Hall be paid 4 
# Pay-Office, or at any of the Dock-yards, if am in. 
 ferior Officer or Seaman ſhall be defirons to remit be 
Mole or. Part of his Wages to his Wife or Family,” 
and to have a Bill for the Whole or Part of his Mages, 
or Pay, to be drawn upon any ſuch. Receiver, Collector, 
or Clerk of the Cheque, two Bills are to be made out; 
ene of which 4s 10 be delivered to ſuch Officer or Seaman, 
and the other to be ſent to ſuch Receiver, Collector, or 
Clerk, who is to pay immediately the Sum tbertin men- 
tioned, without any Fee, or Reward; and to take a RE. 
ceipt, in.coſe ſuch Bill ſball be produced within \ ſhe Ca- 
lendar Months from the Date thereof,” Or otherwiſe iu 
Bill is to be. returned and cancelled; aud ibe Sum cn 
tained therein,, to 10 ee er. to Nen F 
n en or ee | a 
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e dea be eſtabliſhes a WIT fe l n 


| 9 Seamen 1 abroad to remit home in. thequick- 
eſt Manner, | and without Expence, any Part of 
| their Wages, provided ſuch Remittance. be made 


toy their Wives only. This Clauſe enables. them, 
receiving their Wages at home, to remit, 
wy the ſame Manner, ſuch Part thereof, as they. 


chuſe, to any Perfon in Britain. IRE preſent, 


theſe Seamen, upon their receiving their Wages; at 
the Pay-office in Landon, or at any Port where 42 


Naval Commiſſioner reſides, if they are diſpoſed. to 


allot any Part of ſuch Wages to Mel Wives, or 
other eee, are at a Loſs for the proper Means 
of making ſuch Remittance; For Want of which, . 


and not knowing where to depoſit their Mo 


ſafely, it is generally ſoon waſted ; Whereas by this. 


Clauſe any ſuch Seaman, upon receiving his Money, 


will de enabled, without paying any Fee or Re- 


 wald, to execute at once any honeſt Intention he. Z 
may have for relieving his Family or. Friend, . 
diſcharging any other juſt Obligation. 


It is propoſed in the Method for making. 7 


Remitrance, that one of the duplicate Bil 
| ſuch Pay may be delivered to the Seaman; . 
whom it is Aerea to be remitted; And this in | 


may” frequently be ſatisfactory to ſuch Seumen 2 
Yer I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that in many 


| Iniftances they may rather chuſe that both of the 


Bills ſhould be tranſmitted by the Navy-Office, ac 


corcling to the Method in the Clauſe preceding; 
Whereby the Miſtakes, which may be liable to be 


made by ſuch Seamen in tranſmitting theſe Bills, 
will be all avoided ; And at the ſame Time they 


1 E 1 they pleaſe, ſend ee in their own” 


Manner, f 


1 w"} 


Nane of ſuch Remittance ;----In which Caſe, 


F hether ſuch Information be received or not, both 


the Bills will be regularly tranſmitted, and the 
| honeſt Intentions of Such Seamen duly executed. 

It ſeems therefore, in my humble Opinion, that 
inſtead of the Delivery of one of theſe Bills, in 
every Caſe to the Seaman himſelf, as is directed hy 

this Clauſe, it may be more eligible, that ſuch Bill 
be directed, either to be ſo delivered, or to be tranſ-_ 


mitted by the W at the Option of ſuch, 
Seama. 


However it is to be remarked, that theſe Bills. 
after they are delivered to ſuch a Ba "4 fr 
_ as” propoſed by this Clauſe, are not liable to be. 

ſold, or diverted to other Purpoſes, being payable. . 

only to the reſpective. Perſons, and by the reſpec- 
| ure Public- Officers, therein ſpecified ; And if ſuch. 
Bills are not preſented for Payment within fix . 


Months from their Dates, by the Perſons to whom + 


they are made payable, they become cancelled, and . 
the Sums contained therein, agreeably to the Di- 


rections in the preceding Clauſe, revert to the re- . 
ſpective Seamen, by whom they were intended o 


be remitted. 


It is further to be obſerved, that by this Clau e, 
i Seiimen are impowered to remit ſuch Wages to 
any Perſon they pleaſe in Britain, and not res 
ſtrained, as in the laſt Clauſe, to make the * 
mittance to their Wives only; Which Latitude is 
here reaſonable, as they are ſuppoſed to be ac 
tually poſſeſſed of theſe Wages, and therefore at 
full Liberty to diſpoſe of them, without Reſtric- 
tion; And though the Relief of the Wives of tee 
Seamen is the firſt Objef, and is therefore parti- 
cularly provided for in the antecedent Clauſe, yet... 
other Debts, and juſt Obligations, are liable to 
alle to married as well as to unmarried Seamen, 


F 1 Which 


1 3 


which it may * very uſeful, in this ene to 
aanpen chem ach dn ne e eie 
* ROOT, Crausk "IV, aca, 
Ei. 1 Fe 3 hers and Allowance, earned 25 ade 

N Apprentices, Gall be paid to thar: Maſters, as 
heih: been uſual, unleſs any ſuch Apprentice was above 
eighteen, Years of Age toben bis Indentures were 1exe- 
cated, or ſhall be rated as à Servant to an Officer to 
whom. ſuch. Apprenticeſhip is not known ; In which Caſe 
ſuch Officer . ſhall be intitled to the Pay and Wages of 
ſuch Servant, according to the uſual Pratiice; of the 
Nevwy, until ſuch Officer „bal! be e f ar ab 
| a "a __ | 


\ Reman, 1 


e F gt Shag rf 
the Act of the 1ſt of his preſent Majeſty, Cap. 
14th, Having only in the laſt Exception, which 
is here added, in order to ſecure the Officers of ſuch 

Ship from being deprived, by any Apprentice un- 
known to them, and hired as their Servant, of their 
_vſual Privileges, allowed to them lh the a 5 
| the oy; | een als. 

CL Aua XV. GG. 


8 Captain and Commander of any of bir Be- 
| zel g bips is lo tranſinit, from J ime to Time, to the 
Commiſſioners ef the: Navy, complete Hay Boobs and 
Tickets,: as before direlled; And alſo once in every two 


of the. Horfeiture of all bis Mages to the ¶Q beſt at Cha- 
tham, and ſuch further Puuiſbment as à Court-Mar- 
Hal ſhall inflibt, except in Caſes of Neceſſity, to be nade 
appear to the Lord £bgo ee or div 3 if 
an . Sv te 


; Þ -w 4 AE I LF 3 BB SBS 15 TY f 
"0p G k * - # 3 3 i * 3 Fs * * * 244111 : 
* A a 
: i | 7 1 : 4 , _ z 
; © & m4 : 1 4 4 5 1 : , N * 
5 = | ? 
£ 0 7 3 - 


Months, one complete AMuſter- Boot, under the Penalty ö 


3 - 
©) POOR 2107 DY ieee 5G een ee 
This Clauſe is new, and proper to enforce” this 
Juſt and regular Tranſiniſſion of the Pay- Books, Tickets, 
and Mufter- Books, directed to be made by the Cap- 
tains of \his Majeſty's Ships to the Commiſſioners _ 
of the Navy; But it is to be obſerved, that no. 


— % 


thing more is hereby required from ſuch Captains, 


than their Inſtructions now enjoin them to perform; 
An reſpect to their Muſte?-Books, it is evident 
that one only is directed by this Act to be tranſmit- 
ted at the End of every two Months, whereas 2 
are now required by their Inſtructions; So that 
any extrabrdinary Trouble in preparing and tranſ- 
mitting Books and Tickets, will be far from being 
hereby given to theſe Gentlemen, beyond the pre- 
ſent juft Performance of their Duty, though per- 
haps there may, beyond their preſent Neple#. © _ 
However, it may be proper to hint tot eſe 'Gen: 
tlemen, chat it will tend greatly to their ow] n 5 
vate Advantage, regularly to tranſmit theſe Book 
and Tickets For Want of which, dead and di 


. 


charged Tickets, liable to many Errors, afe pad i 
at the Navy. Office, without being chequed; And 


ſuch Errors fall to be made good to the Public, 


out of the Pay of the reſpective Captains by whom 
the Tickets were iflued.---Whereas if the Muſter- 
| Books were duly tranſmitted, theſe Tickets would 
be chequed thereby, and the Errors preventedèꝰ 
On this Occaſion, it may be alſo proper to ftats _ 
the general Importance of the due Tranſmiſſion of theſe 


Hooks and Tickers ;. In cafe any of his Majeſty's _ 


Ships ſhall be 7%, deſtroyed, or taken by the Enemy, 
the Pay of the ſurviving Crew, or, if none ſhall ſur*. 
vive, the Pay becoming due to their Repreſentatives" 
muſt be regulated by the ſucceſſive Muſter Books 


trranſmitted to the Navy-Office; Or for Want of ſuch 


Books, cannot at all be regulated, but muſt be 
F'3- loſk 


tr} 


loſt t. to the Claimants. - An ** this hap- 
pened upon the Lei of his Majeſty's Ship the Vic- = 


TORY, for which no Muſter- Boots having been 
tran mitted, it was impoſſible to ſettle. the Demands 


of che Perſons claiming to be the Repreſentutives 


"oF 10 deceaſed Officers and Seamen. 


Again, under any Neglect of tranſmitting the 


| Pay Peak, the Remittances intended to be made ac- 
cording to this Bill, by Samen abroad for the Re- 
lief of their Vives and Families at home, would be 

all defeated ;---For Want alſo of regularly tranſ- 
mitting the Tickets of dead Seamen, their Repreſenta- 


tives would be witheld from receiving what ſhall 
devolve to them by their Deceaſe.—So that upon 
che regular Tren/miſſien of theſe Books and Tickets, 5 
the cubole Pay of the Navy, and the Rights and 


Happineſs of a Multitude of Perſons intereſted 


therein, entirely depends. The Penalties. therefore 


- 


_ . 4 


2 


* 


a Lee, by 


hereby inflicted upon any Captains, who ſhall be 


guilty of Neglect herein, are, with great Propric- 


ty, ſevere; But they are not ſeverer, than ſuch Cap- 


tains may now be. brought to ſuffer, upon this 


5 Neglect, for 0 to their afra, 5 
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TO Clauſe is new, and nay Neher for 5 


= * impowering the Treaſurer of the 0M to "make 


* rad ments by this Bill directed. 
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N tains or Commanders e am 1 25 bins, other | 


1 4 ale ſuch as are Greed 2 this Ad, to * . to 
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"= Penal of Fifty Paunds for every T. ee We 
oth all their ee to the Cheſt of CARRIED) *” 
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71 This Clauſe is new, and obviouſly requiſite to 
prevent the iſſuing of any other Tickets than 


What are allowed by this Bill. -+-Ie:is 4 Poviſien 


indeed the more neceſſary, as there have been 
many ſtances of the fraudulent iſſuing of Tickets, 
to the great Impoſition of the Public. ut I chuſe 
Prei to avoid entering further into theſe Prac- 
does, 9 2 not redet aun m ee 
I $805 eee . XVIII. N eee 
* 7 Vo Carine or Commander fhall be liable 70 any Pr. | 
val upon Account of any Offence committed againſt 
: 750 Ad, before the firſt of June, One Thouſanid'Se- 
ven Hundred: and Fifty-eight, unleſs before the commit - 


ting of Jr ay. neg. be an have: e Hei Ab- 
fas. een 17 


3-4] 44 1 . ang n EG 0 5 Io 1 
Ts Reltebon of the Penalty 3 is plainly _ 


ſonable. * 
CLAuskE XIX. 


No Letter of Attorney made by any inferior Officer 
or Staman, or by the Executors or Adminiſtrators of 
any fuch Officer ar Seaman, for receiving Wages, or 
Allowances of Money, ſhall be valid, unleſs ord 
therein to be revocable; and unleſs the Letter of At- 
_ » torney, from ſuch Officer or Seaman be figned before, 
and atteſted by, the Commander, and one other of the 
ning Officers of the Ship, or by a Clerk of the 
Checque z Or, unleſs the Letter of Attorney made by 
ſuch Executors or Adminiſtrators, be figned Vers and 
atteſted by, the. Miniſter and Churcb-ii ardens of the 
* where ſuch Executors or ATR . 


1 


W | 


This Clauſe coincides, for the moſt Part, 1 the 8 
10th Clauſe of the Act of the firſt of Ges, II. cap. 
14.— The Proviſion herein, impowering Sca- 

men to revole at Pleaſure, any Letters of Attorney 
by them granted, hath been found by Experience 


4 22 Ar 
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the belt Barrier hitherto. contrived: againſt uſurious 55 


Bargains for their Wages under ſuch Letters. 
This Barrier is therefore here continued. 
It is further to be obſerved, that — Clauſe 
Letters of Atterney granted by ſuch Seamen, are re- 
ſtrained to be ſigned before the Captain of the Ship, 
or a Clerk of = Checque, who are Perſons known 
to the Naty- Office, and knowing ſuch Seamen ; 
Letters of Attorney alſo granted by their Repreſenta - 
tives, being hereby required to be ſigned by their 
a Miniſter, and CR. dons the Reality 
| of, ſuch, Perſons, according to their general De- 
criprions in ſuch Letters, will be thereby aſcer- 
| tained, and Frauds in both Caſes be more effectual- 
Iy prevented... .. a cr ol 
| However, it is n to be 3 tha Seas: 
| men's Letters of Attorney for their Mages could 
be rorally /uppre Ae The Proviſions in this Bill for 
the Payment of ſuch Wages to Seamen themſelves 
only, in ſome Caſes, would indeed greatly diminiſh» 
the Number of ſuch Letters.---And ingeneral, by 
the propoſed regular and fpeedy Payment, ſuch Sea - 
men would, by avoiding the preſent. exorbitant Diſ- 
counts they are forced to allow, actually receive 
more Money than formerly; whereby they would 
be under leſs Neceſſity, than they have heen, of 
taking up Money upon ſuch Letters, However, 
Obſtacles may be thought to fubſiſt againſt che 
total Abolition of theſe Letters of Attorney It may 
1 be obferved, that n ſk * liable 
| to 
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0 be dus t0 Seamen, in the following Circum- 
andes 
Firſt, Seatind i in his Majefty's Service Ah. 
Secondly, Seamen in his Majeſty's Service athome. 
_- Thirdly,” Seamen abſent at the Pay of their Ship. 
Fou rthly, Seamen turned over from one 50 to 
another. ie! Sha tits, PE. 
Fifthly, nen Aiſcharged: FEE 
The Facility of e Leiter or Attorne FR 
from each of which Caſes is to be conſidered. 
_ » Firſt,” Seamen in his Majefty*s Service abroad, are 
;nepowardy by this Bill, to remit their Wages ro 
their Wives at Home; But no Part of the Wages 
of ſuch Seamen is allowed to be paid on their Let- 
ters of Attorney, whilſt the Ship, in which they 
ſerve, is Abroad; And when ſuch” Ship returns 
into a Port of Britain, where a Naval Commilſ- 
ſioner reſides, every ſuch Seaman upon ene 
at the Pay- Table, is to be paid his Wages Himſel 
preferably to the Bearer of his own Let of At- : 
torney; And may then pay, or remit ſuch Wages, iH 
he pleaſes, to his Creditors, who cannot "obtain 
them without his Conſent by his Letter of Artorney. 
Theſe Letters will therefore anſwer no Purpoſe, on 
Behalf of ſuch Seamen, for expediting the'Receipt 
of their: Wages, which are thus to come into 75 
own Hands, as ſoon as they are paid; and it 
much ſpeedier Courſe than formerly; Nor will 
they anſwer the Purpoſe of other Perſons, as a Se. 
curity for Money lent, ſo firmly as a Note, or 
Bond from ſuch Seamen, being liable to be ſuper- 
ſeded by their own perſonal Appearance, and to be 
revoked at Pleaſure; So that Letters of Attorne7 
ſeem not to be of any Uſe in this Caſe to ſuch Se: men 
or their Creditors. 8 
Secondly, Seamen in bis Majeſty s Service at Home, 5 
eannot 9 _ ch of their "I as 
: | it 


is before obſerved, by granting Letters of Attor- 
ney for the ſame to other Perſons ;- As ſoom as 


ſuch Wages” are due, they will be paid to them 


| ſelves, preferably to the Bearers of their own Let- 
ters of Attorney; And therefore the iffuing of 
| theſe Letters can be of no Uſe, in this Caſe, to ſuch 
Seamen, nor any Security to their Creditors. 
Thbirdly, Seamen abſent at the Pay of their Sbip, and 
ſtill continuing in his Majeſty's Service, are by this 
Bill, upon applying to a Naval Commiſſioner at any 


of the Dock · Ports, to be payed their Wages there, 


without Delay, by Pay- Lis; And other Seamen, who 
hae been abſent alſo at the Pay of their Ships, and 
| have left his Majeſty's Service, may apply for their 


Pay at the Recalls of their Ship at the Navy- Office 


in Landon; - If theſe laſt Seamen had likewiſe the 
ſame Indulgence allotted to them, which is granted to 
Seamen continuing in the Service, of being paid at 
2 Dock. Port upon Application to a Naval Cmmiſ- 
ſioner there, it might be convenient to them in 
many Inſtances; And ſeems reaſonable to be al. 


1 lowed, as their Abſence at the Pay of their Sbip 1 5 
_ - mult de ſuppoſed to have been involimtary The 


Payment of theſe Aſenteet, who are not likely to 


be numerous, is thus eaſily managed, without al- 


. lowing them to iſſue, for this Purpoſe, Letters of 
_ _  Fourthly, Seamen turned over from une Ship 1b an- 
other, are firſt to be paid all their Wages due on 


tze Ship in which they have ſerved; Which Pay; 


ment being to be made to ſuch Seamen themſelves at 
one of the Ports, where a Naval Commiſſioner re- 
| tices, Letters of Attorney, in this Caſe, are not ne- 


_- _ Fifthly, Seumen diſcharged as unſervicruble, upon 
 gepaiting to a Port, where a Naval Commiſſioner 
relides, and producing their Certificates of Diſ- 
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5 N * 
8 1 * — * * 
> * 
— 2 9 
is 
. 
A n 8 1 1 r 19 1 
I 8 2 * be 4 $2 * © RRP $4 
1 "| * 4 - 


* : : 
# . | I = 3. { "3 - 


charge to ſuch Commiſſioner, are there; according 
to the Pr O iſions in this Bill, d ＋ eceive their 0 
Mages, Which are to be paid to Shemſelues andy, 
by the Tickets, tranſmitted to the Navy- Office upon 


1 their Diſcharge, or by 23 ay-Liſts So that no - 


” diſcharged Seamen. 


_ Wages for ſuch diſcharged Men, are allowed, hy 
this Bill, to be payed. by Letters of Attorney. 
In the few Inſtances which may happen of diſcharge 
ing ſuch Scamen, abroad, which is a Practice not 
to be allowed to Captains of his Majeſty's Ships, 
except in particular Emergencies, | Proviſion. is, 
made by the 24th, Clauſe of this Bill for bringing 
ſuch Men home, if they chuſe it, without Expence 
to themſelves; where they will be paid, according to 
the Method preſcribed; · But in Caſe the Reſdance 
of any ſuch Men ſhall be abroad in his. Majeſty's: 
ee it may be proper to form a Method. 
of remitting their Wages. to themſelves Seng, from + 
the Navy: Office at London, ---ln, ſuch. Manner, 
that the Officers of the Ship, or other Perſons on 
Behalf of, ſach Officers, may be excluded Kam. 
having any Intereſt: therein, which is always torbe.. 3 
guarded; againſt, in ſuch Diſcharges and Rem, 
 zauces,; However, Letters of Attorney appear to. 


* 


be. diſallowed by this Bill, for the Mages Of hc, 
There are alſo other Cauſes, for which: Seaman. 
for being unſerviceable.— Thus toreign, Sea, 
men, ſuch as Danes, Stvedes, &c. ate, ſometi mes. 
diſcharged by Order. of the Admirale, upon Ap., 
plication, from the Miniſters ot their reſpe ide 
Courts ;---But ſuch Seamen, or any . Engle Sea-. 
men, obtaining their Diſcharge by ſuch, Order,-or 
for any other allowable Caule, . as: Preferments. or. 
being Gurncd oper, may receive, extrqordnary Cer... 
tificates of Diſcarge, ſpecifying the Order of the 
Admiralty, or ſuch other Cauſe ; nd W f 
1 e 3 | | | cir 2 
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their Wages may be made tad Vy the 5 
Captains of their reſpective Ships to the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Navy; 
be paid at the Navy-Office at London, or at any 
Dock-Port, to Themſelves, in the ſame Manner, as 
is directed by this Bill, in Reſpect to other diſ- 
cbarged Seamen. - Whereby, in this Caſe "os" Let. 

ters of Attorney may eaſily be excluded. 


Whereupon their Wages mar 


Theſe Reaſons againſt the Neceſſity, 0 » 


generally ſuppoſed, of allowing Seamen to grant 95 
Letters of Attorney for their Wages, are thus ſub- 
' mitted/=--But it may be imagined, that Seamen will 


ili be able to obtain, under this Bill, ſome Credit 1 


upon ſuch Letters ;--- And that they may therefore 
Frocure Money upon them, which may be a neceſſary = 
 Keſource, in particular Emergencies.--If this be ſo, it 
muſt be at very enormous Diſcoitnts; Eſpecially if it be 
conſidered, that any Seaman Abroad, is allowed to 
remit his Wages to his Wife at Home, as they ſhall 
become Due and Payable; And upon his Arrival 
at Home, he may receive the ſmall Remainder of 
ſuch Wages himſelf; Or if he be diſcharged, mt 
himſelf receive that Remainder ; Whereby'it will 


appear, that little or no Credit can be obtained 


upon ſuch Letters. So that the Continuance of 
them ſeems likely to have no other Effect, than to 


retain a Foundation for Forgery upon the Dezedſe of 
ſuch Seamen; On which Event, it may perh 


aps 
be proper to be enacted, that their Wages ſnall con- 


ſtantly devolve, and beende due to their Wi Ives, or 
neareſt Kinsfolks. 


The Right Honorable Gentleman will; I hopes ber- 


1 mit me to congratulate him upon the Suppreſſion, by 
the Bill propoſed, of the Purchoſe of Tickets from 
as All Tickers being prevented from eom- 


ing into their Hands, until they ate Agne for 
| Payment, and thereby rendered, in effect, ready 
L r this Bil, that 


che 


. 1 43 5 a 
the TOI of Letters.of Attorney liable to be iſſued 
by Seamen for their Mages, would thereby be great- 
ly diminiſhed; And it is an Happineſs, I hope, e- 
ſerved, for Him, to accompliſni their:t0/al Abelitiong 
Whereby a Fund of continual Trouble and Per- 
plexity to the Navy-Office would be cancelled, 
and the to old and great Sources of Fraud and lat 


»Y Poſition upon theſe ignorant Men be ſuppreſſed. 


As to deceaſed Seamen, Tickets for their . e | 


= are at preſent directed, and alſo propoſed by this Bill, 


to be made out, payable to their Repreſcntatives, 
or the Attornies of ſuch Repreſentatives. In which 
Caſe, as there may be ſeveral Perſons jointly inti- 
tled to ſuch Wages, their uniting in aſſigning their 
common Intereſt to one Perſon E a Letter of Al. 
4orney,. may perhaps be as convenient and ſafe a 
Method as can be propoſed; So that Letters of 
Attorney, atteſted by the Miniſters and Church= 
Wardens of the Pariſhes of ſuch Repreſentatives, 
ſeem proper to be allowed; Eſpecially, / as it ceaſes 


7 to be a Caſe in which e themſelves are con- 


cerned, devolving upon their Repreſentatives,” h- 
are not liable to be under the Influence of any Of. 


ficers, of ſuch Ships, or to yield themes a 55 
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Graus XxX. . 156} noqts 
4 Le of Attorney, other than ſuch af 4h 
made in Manner aforeſaid ; And all Bargains, Sales, 
Bills of Sale, Contratss, Agreements, and Her 
ments,” concerning Wages or Money to inferior Officers 
or Seamen, ſpall be null and vuid; And the T reaſterer 
of the Navy is to pay to every Tach inferior Officer or. 
| Seaman, appearing in Perſon at the Pay- able, bis 
Wages,\ or in his Abſence,  to' his" lawful- Attorney, 
impowered as before directed, or to the Executors or 
n gen 75 9 Seamen, or 6x (6. Attornies dutly 
nen in 21 
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Remark: PIT YH 
This Clauſe og che Me Clauſe. of the 
Act of the iſt of Geb. II. Cap. 14. and"norbnly 
makes void all Letters of Attorney, except ſuch as 
ſhall be in the Terms directed, and all Bargains and 
Sales whatſoever relative to Seamen's Wages, but 


particularly diſcourages any Perſon from lending 


Money to ſuch Seamen upon their Letters of At- 


torney, by impowering them to receive their own 


Wages, notwithſtanding any tuch 1 etters by them 
uy 4 


Cravsr, XXI. 

No more ſoa ll be taken by any eccleſiaſtical Court, 
eber Perſon, than one Shilling, for the Probate of = 

Wilt, er for ſuing forth Letters of Adminiſtration, 
granted to the Wi 050 Children, or Relations H in- 
Ferior Officers, Seamen and Marines, dying in ibe 
Service, unleſs the Goods and Chattles amount to twenty 
Pounds; > more than two Shillings, unleſs ſuch 
"Goods and Chyttles amount to forty Pounds; Nor more 
ban three Shillings, unleſs ſuch Goods and Chattles 


amount to fixty Pounds; Nor far iſſuing Commiſfhons 


o freer Widows, Children, or Relations, being Exe- 
"rutors or Adminiſtrators to inferior . Officers, Seamen, 
| and Marines, more than ane Shilling, unleſs the Goods 


and Chattles amount to twenty Pounds; Nor more 


Iban tub Shillzngs, unleſs the Goods and Chattles amount. 
to forty Pounds; Nor more than three Shillings, unleſs 
be Goods and Chattles amount to fixty Pounds; Under 
be Penalty of fifty Pounds to be 4 . the ee 
Ls ie * „ rr 


4 RIAA 


1 kis Clauſe is new, and calculated for Weg 
Expences at preſent exacted in eccigſiaſtical 


kee for Prebates of the Wills of any deceaſed' Sca- 5 
men or Marines, or for Letters of Adminiſtratian to 
their Effects. Theſe e nrwae at ; preſent abſorb 


many | 


« 


EEE 

many Months Wages of ſuch Seamen and Ma- 
rines; Which frequently happens to be all chat is 
due to them, and muſt conſequently be relinquiſhed 
by their diſtreſſed Widows and Families; In this 
compaſſionate Caſe, it is therefore propoſed by this 
Clauſe, to reduce the religious Fees for taking out 
ſuch Probates of Wills and Letters of Adminiſtra- 
tion, to the moderate Rates here preſcribed; Provided 
ſuch Probates and Letters of Adminiſtration be 
taken out by the Widows, Children, or next ON: 

Kin of ſuch deceaſed Seamen, or Marines. 


Cask XXII. 


Whoever foal perſonate, or procure to be ee 
any Officer, Seaman, or other Perſon, intitled to 
Wages for Service done on Board the Royal Navy, or 

the SN Adminiſtrator, Wife, Relation, ar Cre- 

Aitor of am fuch Officer, Seaman, or other Perſon,” iu 

order to receive bis Wages ; Or forge or counterfert;, or 

procure to be forged or counterfeited, any Letter of At- 

Forney, or other Power or Authority whatſoever, in 
"order to receive any Wages, Pay, or Alowance, 9 4 

"or ſuppoſed to be due, to any ſuch Officer, Seaman, or 

other Perſon; Or knowingly take a falſe Oath, on pro- 
cure a falſe Oath to be taken, to obtain the Probate of 
A Will, or Letter of Adminiſtration, in order\to receive 

uch Pay, Mages, or Allowances, 22 be 20 * * 
Os _ Suffer Death. hs | 
L REMAERK...A os od ny. 
1 The penalty inflicted by the Act of the bY and 
10th of iI. III. Cap. 41, upon any Perſon com- 


mitting the Crimes herein mentioned, was the For- 


feiture of two hundred Pounds, together with the 
Coſts of Proſecution, But by a ſubſequent Act, 
the Forgery of the Hand-writing of any Perſon for 
a4 a fraudulent Purpoſe, hath allready been madę ca- 
e And the e of any Seaman, or pro- 
curiag 
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curing him to be perfinieted, in order Gand 
to obtain his Wages, is certainly not 4% criminal; 
being in Reality a Forgery of his Perſon, and is 
- Bog by this Clauſe declared to be Felony;— 
The Frequency of this laſt Practice, whereby the 
Widows and Repreſentatives of deceaſed "Ep 5 
are robbed of their Due, Dee calls e 


for e Fe Puniſhment. 


PR . f 
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Crausk XXIII. 


1 105 the Pay- Boobs are cloſed, . ichins Pall * 
> made out at the Navy-Office to the Seamen who ſhall 
mot bave received their Wages, and uch T ickets yur 

=; _ in e once 4 Month. 
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| This \Claufſs" is the fame with the 11 9 Chats 
of the Act of the iſt of George II. Cap. 14. 
and is intended for the Pay Went of ſuch Seamen, as 
have neither been et when the Ship they be- 
longed to was paid off, nor at any of che R 8 | 
Recalls. "A | | 
F” © 2 Cravak: \XBIY. 
E _ Britiſh 3 Miniſters, and Conſuls, rehing 
« Foreign Parts, or, where no ſuch art preſent, any 
ts Britiſh Merchants, are required to provide for fea- 
| faring Men and Beys, Subjefis of Great Britain, t no 


by Shifreoreck, Captures, or other unavoidable Accident; 


fall be in foreign Parts, or who ſhall be diſcharged 
there as unſerviceable from the Royal Navy, and 
fubſift them at Six pence per Diem each, and ſend them 
home as ſoon as conveniently may be, in Ships "op * 
1 the Royal Navy, or any other Ships... 


Remark; 3 = 
| This Clauſe Kaul the Cl Suu T4 


au 
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the Acref the firſt of George Il. ent th. charted for 
reheving and bringing home Britiſh Seamen, who 
by Shipwreck, ' Capture, or other unavoidable Ac- 


cident, ſhall be in foreign Parts, and extends the 


ſame Benefits to fuch Seamen, as ſhall be dif- 
charged ag unſerviceable from the Royal Navy; Which 
laſt Cauſe of Diſcharge, though not ſlightly to be 

allowed, may be ſometimes neceſſary to be yielded 
to, as in the Caſe of Seamen ſeized by the yellow 
Fever in the Veſt Indies, or labouring under =ny 
ſevere Vineſo, or Maim at Lisbon, which may re — 
Quiet, and freſh. Proviſions en Shore for 


| Recovery, at the Time when the Ships, tombick 


ſuch Seamen belong, are ready to fail ;--- This Pro- 
viſion is therefore compaſſionately and properly 
made for conveying ſuch Men e 


eke 
og be recovered. I; A 3d 0 
-- „ ern XXV. ani ei Brig 


dirs of Ship s ſball be iron ins 


per 
Diem for all-fuch Men and Boys as Rab * hex] 
| W 


[Rican Tos 
Ts Clauſe i is the ſame with the xath Clauſe of 
the Act ot the ift of Gn. I. and e juſt 
Compenſation to Maſters af Ships, who ſhall br 
home from abroad, by the. Direction of Bas 
Governors, Conſuls, or Merchants, any" Men or 


Hog: — their COOL 5 N 
| , 2 515113 
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ue gal. not be taken out * th cute fer 's 15 wy. 


Deli under twenty Pounds. 


REU4RK. 


5 Tbis Clauſe comprehends the A PP of 
Pp * Act of the iſt of Geo, II. Cap. 14. and very 


""_ 


. 4 4 þ. * 

tightly. extends the . Proviſion HEY in 3 Clauſe; 5 

ga againſt the Arreſts of Scamen for Debts under twen- 
ty Neinte t to all Paris of his Majeſty $ Dominions. 


| Ctavst XXVII. 


But 7 may file @ common Aopeatence, 1 as ; 
- to intitle them 10 proceed to Judgment and Quiiawry, 


and ta bave aun Execution. thereupon, "et wt . 
| ihe Bodies 9. ſuch Seaman. 1 4 


REMak k. 


e Clauſe coincides with the 1 öl | Clauſe" of 
the Akt of the 1ſt of Geo. II. Cap. 143 Where 
ſuch Creditors, as are mentioned in the Clauſe 
preceding, though excluded from arreſting the 


Perjons of Scamen employed in the Royal Navy, 


ate _impowered to take out Execution, in the 
en W againit their Effects, 


n HOT viz  KXVIR" 
| Receivers of Seamen's Wages or Prize- Maney taking —_ 


moe than Six pence in the Pound, ſhall, for every 


| Offence, forfeit fifty Pounds; And if any ſuch Of- 


Fendi "be a Clerk, Officer, or Servant, in an Office, 
| belonging ta the Navy, be ſhall alſo loſe 115 Place, and. + 


be incapable of nad any Place 4 EW in "Mm UNE 
Office... | 
Wa 


This Clauſe is new, and calculated to _ any 
| Pexſon,,. more eſpecially ſuch as belong to any 
' Office in the Navy, from taking more, than the re- 
ſonable Allowance herein limited, from any Sea- 
man, on Account of receiving his Wages or Prize- 
5 . Cravsx XXIX. 8 

del, Officers and Servants in Afra, belonging 3 


= 49 1 
to the Navy, taking Fees (not allowed by ths AR) for 
doing any Thing directed by the 48, N be e. | 
fats watt he nds ”F los A 
. en we PAY oy 


This Clauſe i is new, and renders all Perſons be- 

5 longing to the Navy, upon their demanding or 
receiving for the Execution of any Part of this Act, 

any Gratuity, or Fee, not authorized therein, bbb 
ject to the Penalty in the former Clauſe, 


CLAUSE. XXX. 


Part of an Af made in the fourth. Year af & * 2 
Anne, and alſo Part f an At made in the firſt Year 
of his. preſent Majeſty, and alſo an * made i in * 

nn 2 wk Fo ROAR to Scamen, * el 
N | Remark. N 

Tin Clauſe vols the 10th Claus my 1 Try 
of the 4th of Ame, Cap. 14. relating to the 
Payment of Seamen turned over from one Ship 


to another, and alſo the 6th and 7th Clauſes of the 
Act of the 1ſt of Geo, II. St. 2. Cap. 9, relating 


to the Payment of Seamen's Wages, together with. . 
the intire Act of the 1ſt of Gee. II. Stat, 2. Cap. 
14. titled, An Ad for Mr Seamen to enten, 
into bis Majeſty Service. the Cancelling of . . 
which laſt Act, and of the fa intire Clauſes in the bc 

preceding Acts, all Reference thereto, which would” 
create abundant Trouble, is intirely avoided, —» . 
ſeems proper alſo, that the 3d Clauſe of the gth 

 Toth'of William III. Cap. 41. and ſome Chuſes . 
5 other Acts Wan by this Bill, be here u 


| "Ctavas” XXI. 96, np 
1 bis WT, rad, together with the Articles of Wi ap 
Hall be 457 and kept hung up in the moſt 3. 

=, Tic of every ö 41 the Roa Ow that it * 
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cas. 1: _ 


ſhall be read over once in every Month, after the Arti- 


cles of Var are read, to the End that every Seaman 


in the Royal Navy may know the Puniſhments be is 


liable to for any Neglect, or Diſobedience, and the En- 
couragement he is intitled to by the Performance of bis 


Duty; And that upon ſuffering any Injury, be may be 


enabled to lay bis Complaint before the Lord High- 


Admiral of Great Britain, er the Commiſſioners for 
executing the Office of Lord High- Admiral of Great 
Britain, who are, by the Act, directed to enquire into 


the ſame, and to grant Redreſs, if ſuch Complaint be 


|  Juſtly founded, and to take eſpecial Care that this At = 


r | Rewans, . I . 
The Direction in this Clauſe to the Captains of 


huis Majeſty's. Ships for keeping printed Copies of 


this Abtra#, and of the Articles of War, hung up 
in the moſt public Place of every ſuch Ship, ſo as 


to be acceſſible to all inferior Officers and Seamen, 


and to cauſe the ſaid Abſtract to be audibly and 


Aiſtinuh read over once in every Month, in the 
Preſence of the Officers and Seamen of ſuch Ship, 


immediately after the Articles of War are read, is 


calculated for continually reminding the Officers of 


the Ship of the Privileges ſolemnly allotted to Bri- 
47% Seamen, and of the particular Attention of the 


| LEGISLATURE to provide for their Relief and 
Comfort; It is alſo properly adapted, at the ſame 
Time, for the Inſtruction of every Seaman, both in 


the Obedience he owes, and in the Encouragement to 


_ which he is intitled. ; 


ET necks which have octuried-co-me on 


| the ſeveral Clauſes of this Bill, both from the In- 


formation of others, and my own Scrutiny, are thus 


laid before you, without Reſerve;--They have ariſen | 


from 


E 
Adin a Zeal for promoting ſo important a national 
Service ;— Under the faire of which, I have not 
_ heſitated to object, approve, or propoſe any Addition, 
or Mlteration.---If Approbation in general ſhall be 
found predominant in what I have offered, it hath 
proceeded from the real Merit, as it hath appea peared. 
to me, of the Bill itſelf ;—The ſuperior Skill in 
the Conſtruction of which, and the Humanity and 
Relief extended to the Britiſh Seamen through the 
wWuhole, have indeed been allowed by thoſe who have 
entered into it; But here, Sir, you are to prepare 
yourſelf, for the Arguments againſt it; Eſpecially. 
as they are ſuch, as, notwithſtanding all your Diſ- 
cernment, and Foreſight, you would” never 


Alt was ſolemnly urged againſt the Bill, bat it 


abounded too much with Humanity to our Seamen, 
and would thereby prove detrimental to the Service. 
This was really the general Purport of the Objec- ; 
tions againſt it; But as they were expatiated upon, 
and divided into different Branches, it will be pro- 
per to lay them ſeparately before you, for Jour Sa- 
tisfaction. pf 
The firſt Objection was, 7. hat our Seamen in ge. 
neral are turbulent, and unruly under their preſent Re- 


ſttrictions; and therefore the Allotment of new Privi- 


leges to them, and the ſolemn reading of an Abſtract 
of theſe before each Ship's Crew, once in every Month, 
would tend much to increaſe this Turbulence, and ren- 


der it difficult for the Officers to ſupport their neceſſary . 
Authority. 


The Force of this Objection you wilt eaſily „ 
ceive, conſiſts in raiſing an Alarm, which upon 
calm Enquiry will be found deſtitute of Founda- 
For no Relaxation is propoſed by this 
Bill of any Puniſhment at preſent inflicted upon Sea- 
men for Diſobedience; Nor is the leaſt Alteration 
offered to be made in the preſent Ora and Diſci- 


H 8 ple 


1 
Mint of the Navy; ; The Abſtract directed 1 to be | 
read monthly, N only to the Payment of the 
Wages, and Tickets of the Seamen, their Security 
from Arreſts for ſmall Debts, and a few other Pro- 
_ viſions, which interfere not with the -reciprocal 
Duties of Protection and Subordination — the 
Officers and Men; Which Duties are to ſtand re- 
gulated, as they are at preſent, by the 4rticles of 
Mar; So that no Foundation is laid by this Bill for 
any new Turbulence of the Seamen ;—On the contra- 
ry, their Perſeverance in their Duty, and their quiet 
. Submiſſion to all the Hardſhips they ſuffer, would 
be much promoted bythe new Aſſurance they will 
hereby obtain of the punctual and ſpeedy 8 
of their Wages; The Certainty of which 5 
ſweeten their preſent Toils, and remove thoſe — 
Anxieties, which now deprive them of all Com- 
fort, and . indeed may be expected ſometimes to 
render their Conduct deſperate. 8 
The ſecond Objection was, 7. hat a ſpeedier Payment 
of Seamen's Wages, will furniſh new Fuel for their 
Riot and Debauchery, and render them leſs diſpoſed, 
and fit for the Service. This Argument, if allowed 
do be fair and reaſonable, would be a Plea for de- 
priving Seamen in the Royal-Navy, of all Wages, 
and  Prize-Money ;---It might alſo, perhaps, with 
cqual Propriety, be extended to many Perſons in 
| _ other Stations of Life, who are continually led by 
their ample Fortunes into miſchievous Exceſſes.---- 
| Eſpecially ſuch, as are totally idle, may certainly 
be ſtripped of their luxurious Subſtance, with 
greater Reaſon, than Jaborious Seamen of their 
_ _ dear-earned Wages.----An Argument therefore, 
which, I fear, will not be allowed in the moſt con- 
 fiderable and flagrant Inſtances, mult not be infifted 
upon in the Caſe only of poor Mariners; At the 
ei it muſt be obſerved chat this Kind of 
A Deciſion 


1 5 
Deciſion upon thi Properties and Appetites Gr to be 
poſſeſſed by others, and what Portion of each ought = 
to be allowed to them, and what to be witheld, 
without their having committed any legal Offence, 
is fo ridiculous, and ſo palpably contrary to all 


Principles of Equity and Juſtice, that it e 5 
not to be ſeriouſly confute. 


But before the Objection is diſmiſſedl, it may 4 . 
ſerve to be conſidered, whether this Charge of 


EKiot and Debauchery, is not rather too ſeverely 


urged againſt Seamen; Eſpecially, as it is founded 


wholly upon their paſſing perhaps a few Days in Joy, 


and Dax iN, upon their return Home, after unin- 
termitted Toils for many Years in foreign unwhole- 
ſome Climates. Some Exceſſes of this Sort, which 
ſoon deſtroy their own Foundation, may ſurely be 
winked at in theſe Men, who being confined the 
greateſt Part of their Lives, may be allowed to 
live, as much as they can, in the Sort Time of Li- 
berty they obtain; This is the principal Sweet 
they enjoy; And the preſent Method of en 


4 them from it, by detaining their Pay, is the greate 


Cruelty and Diſcouragement to the Service. 
However, as it is certain, that Seamen, as well 
as other Perſons, are too much adicted at preſent to 
_ unneceſſarily waſting of their Incomes; This Bill 


will be fo far from furniſhing nem Fuel to theſe 


Exceſſes 1 in the former, that one great Operation of 
it will be, in fairly withdrawing ſuch. Fuel from 
them, by th own Conſent. This, will evi- 

” dently be effected by its enabling Samen abroad to 

remit their Wages to their Miues at Home; And 
by affording Seamey at Home, upon receiving their 
Pap, an immediate Method of remizting.tuch. Part 
thereof, as they pleaſe, to am Perſon in Britain: 
Whereby the Principles of Duty, Compaſſion, 
2 Na to —_ Families and Friends, are 


18 
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7 encouraged to ariſe in their Breaſts, by the eaſieſt 
| Means conſtantly furniſhed for their Gratification. 


Riot and Debauchery of Seamen, as alledged a- 


gainſt it, will evidently produce the contrary Effect, 
and upon the moſt juſt and worthy Foundation. 
There was a further Objection urged, which is, 
that the keeping the Wages of Seamen in Arrear, is a 
neceſſary Tye, for retaining them in the Service; and 
therefore, that the relinquiſhing this Tye, by the ſpeedier 


So that this Bill, inſtead of increaſing the 3 


Payment of their . ages, will expoſe the Service na | 


general Deſertion. 7 
This Argument denies not the Cruelty of with- 
bolding their Wages from them, but averrs it to be 
a neceſſary Cruelty ; Which Uſage muſt evidently 
_ raiſe the greateſt Mhorrence to entering into the Ser- 
vice, whatever Effect it may be ſuppoſed to have 
for retaining Men in it, after they are entered ;---. 
Nor can this Effect of retaining them in it, be ſup- 
poſed to operate, untill they have been ſome time in 


b the Service, and liable to forfeit a conſiderable 
Sum by Deſertion; For at firſt, whilft they have 


little ro forfeit, the Senſe of the ill Uſage — ate 
to undergo by the Detention of their Wages, vio- 


lently exerts itſelf in a contrary Manner, and in- . 


= cites them, at any Hazard, to Deſertion. This was 


confirmed laſt Year, by authentic Accounts, of the 
enormous Deſertion, out of the Ships at Home only, 
taken for the Satisfaction of an Honorable Gentle- 
man, who was particularly deſirous of being 1 in- 

formed upon this Subject. 


WMhat indeed can be more eden, than that the Fr, 


regular and punctual Payment of Seamen's W 
at known, fixed Periods, and the enabling them, 

whilſt they are ſerving Abroad, to make Remittances 
to their Wives at Home, or upon being paid at 


Home, to make ſuch * to any Perſon 


| ( is. }- 
they pleaſe in Britain, are new and gracious Privi- 
vileges ; Which muſt render the ſerving on board 
his Majeſty's Ships far more eligible, than at pre- 
ſent, to ſuch Seamen, as poſſeſs any Humanity, or 
Concern for their Wives or Families.---The Eſta- 
bliſhment of ſuch Privileges muſt alſo be far more 
deſirable to the Families and Friends of all Seamen 
whatever. And if it be conſidered how much ſuch 
Men are under the Influence of other Perſons with 
whom they are connected, it will evidently ap- 
| pear, that the Bill propoſed, would remove the 
principal Obſtructions and Averſions, which now 
operate againſt their entering into his Majeſty's 
o e 
In Confirmation of this, it was experienced laſt 
Year, whilſt this Bill was depending, that a great 
Number of good Seamen refuſed to enter on con- 
ſiderable Ships of his Majeſty's Navy, becauſe, as 
they alledged, they were uncertain when they ſhould. 
i be paid their Wages; Whereby their Families 
would be expoſed to Beggary and Famine.—It 
likewiſe appeared in ſeveral Inſtances, that five or 
fix Prizes having been taken by the Crews of par- 
ticular Ships, and ſeveral Payments of Prize- 
Money having been diſtributed to them in the 
Courſe of a Year, they were all allowed by their 
Commanders to go on Shore, by Companies of 
Forty or fifty at a Time; And that ſcarce any Men 
were loſt by Deſertion out of ſuch Ships; From 
 . whence it was concluded, with Reaſon, that the 
keeping Seamen's Wages in Arrear prevents a great 
Number of the ſobereſt, and moſt ſerviceable Men 
from entering into the Royal Navy ; And that the 
ſpeedy Payment of their Wages, and other Allow- 
ances, inſtead of weakening any Ties, by which they 
are now held, would create a. general Fondneſs 
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1 them for the Ser vice, and be the moſt ef 


fectual Means of preventing Deſertion. 


It hath however been fince thought proper to 


| determine the Queſtion, Whether Deſertion pre- 
voails moſt under quict or Slow Payment, by authentic 


Aeconnis for the whole Navy; Accordingly the De» = 
ſertion from his Majeſty's Ships for #vo Tears under 


| quick Payment of Seamen's Wages hath been com - 
pared with the ſame Deſertion for tte fimilar Years 
under ſſo Payment; The firſt Duennizm conſiſts of the 

Years 1731 and 1732, when the Act of the 1ſt ß 

his preſent! Majeſty for the quick Payment of ſuch 

| Wages was duly executed, which were Years of 

Peace, preceding, by a ſhort Interval, the late Spaniſh 

War. -The ſecond Duennium contains the Years 


1751 and 1752, which were Years of Peace likewiſe, 
and at nearly the fame Interval antecedent to the 
ent French War. In order to this Compariſon 


the total Debt of the Navy, the Portion of ſuch 
Debt on the Head of Seamer's Wages,” and the R ale 
of Deſertion for each of theſe Years genie is 


| here delivered. 
| | . 5 Nate ef De- 
art. 2 Næry Der. Seamen”s Sno Ways hatin 45 
— 7 wk Kit" +67 1 a Med | 


Quick F 1731 Aeg; 18 6 1 189,272 12 1 5 


| . e 2” 1,082,295 63. 158,07 9 2 545 


Slow - 1751 1,827,898 7 4 899,838 4 2 Ir 


. m. p 1752 N 0 3 4 e 10 85 BY 5 


Whereby it is evident, that, upon an 3 in 


the Duennium of quick Payment, when the Debt for 
Seamen's Wages was ſmall, Deſertion was at the 
Kate of two out of two hundred and thirty-fix Men 
per Month; Whereas in the Duennium of flow Pay- 
ment it was at the Rate of two out of one hundred 
and eighty-ſeven Men.---That is, as many deſerted 
cout of a /ma!! Number under flow Payment, as 


8 : did 


did out of a greater Number under quick Payment, 
D Whence the Rate of Deſertion appears to have 
been greateſt under flow Payment; This Rate hav- 


ing been, during the Years 1731 and 1732, when 


this Debt on Seamen's Wages was very low, to the 


. | ſame Rate, during the Years 1751 and 1732, When 


this Debt was almoſt quintupled, as 23 to 29 nearly. 
_ ---S0 that the keeping a large Arrear of ſuch Fages 
unpayed, is far from being found the proper Means 
for retaining Seamen in the Serviſe. 
Another Inſinuation, which hath crept in the 


Dart, hach been, that the Conſequences of lde 


| Bill propoſed, if carried into a Law, would be pro- 
fitable to the Treaſurer of the Navy, by cau/ing 


more Money 1 paſs through bis Hands, under the 


De their worthieſt As aſcribed to v 


current Service of the 


ſpeedier Payment of Seamen's Wages.— 


lt muſt be very ungrateful to noble Minds, to 


NEFOUS 
| Motives; But if the Conſequences of this Bill 
ſhould prove ſuch as are here ſuggeſted, it may ftill 
have been formed by the Author of it, from great 
and enlarged Views of public Benefit. However 
the Grounds of the Inſinuation ſhall be particularly 
examined.--Suppoſe then the Sum of 3,000,000 J. 
to be annually granted by the Legiſlature for the 


avy, during the preſent 


E Year, and ſeveral fucceeding Years, and to be 


annually received, and diſtributed by the Treaſurer 
of the Navy; And that there is now a large Ar- 
rear on the Head of Seamen's Wages ;---If the 
propoſed Bill was to take Place, let it be ſeen what 
. Alteration will thereby happen to the Treaſurer of 


the Navy.------In this Caſe, the ſame Sum of 


3, 000, o00 J. will annually come into his Hands, 


and be paid by him to the future current naval 
Branches, whoſe Amount will not be altered by 


the Bill propoſed.--- But the following new Regu- 
TT lations 


lations will be eftabliſhed. Firſt, Future Defici- 
encies in the Money granted for the Naval Service 
muſt not be lodged, as an Arrear on the Head of 

Seamen's : but on other Branches ;—— 


However, the Naval Arrear being the ſame on the 
Whole, though placed on different Branches, the 
Amount of the Receipts and Payments of the 
Treaſurer of the Navy will not be hereby altered. 
| Secondly, No Seamen's Wages muſt be detained 

for the future, beyond the Fime preſcribed z--- 
And any Arrear on this Head, which may now be 


| lodged with him muſt be immediately payed. 


Thirdly, As the wliole preſent Aurear of Sea- 
men's Wages is propoſed to be forthwith paid, ſuch 
Part of this Arrear, as is not already in his Hands, 
muſt neceſſarily paſs through the ſame ;--Which laſt 
Sum will be the the whole extraordinary Money he 
will receive for once only, by this Bill, in order 
o og 
Bur it is to he obſerved, that, according to the 
eſtabliſhed Courſe of Naval Buſineſs, -this Arrear 
will not fall to be brought altogether into the Hands 
of the Treaſurer of the Navy, there to be lodged 
till Demands for it ſhall ariſe; But is to be re- 
ceived, and paid by him in ſuch Portions, and at 
ſuch Times, as ſhalt be appointed by the Commiſ- 
fioners of the Navy ; Which Appointment, ac- 
cording to the Rule eftabliſhed, will not be made 
until equal Sums are ordered by the Admiralty 
to be paid, and are immediately put in a Courſe of 
 "Payment.----Nay even when the Wages on any 
Ship are ordered to be paid off, the whole Amount 
of ſuch Wages is not appointed by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Navy to be applied for by the Trea- 
ſurer, but only ſuch Part thereof, as they judge 


© necefary for carrying on the general Courſe of the 


85 Payment; So that it muſt be left to the Equity 


8 Sh, 
of every Gentleman to judge, what Advantage can 
de propoſed to be made by the Right — 

Gentleman on this Arrear, where the Wages having 
been long due, upon public Notice of Payment 
being ordered, muſt be expected to be immediately 
demanded. CCC 
On this Occaſion it is to be obſerved, that by 
the expreſs Proviſion in the gth Clauſe of this Bill, 
ſuch Sams of Money only, as ſhall be neceſſary, are 
to be iſſued, and applied from Time to Time, 
for paying any Wages of Seamen, either due, or 
to grow due. Other new, and expreſs Proviſions 
Inſerted by the Right Hon. Gentleman in different 
Clauſes of the Bill, are intirely calculated for ſup- 
preſſing Fees, Gratuities, and unreaſonable De- 
 duttions from Seamen's Wages.---Nor is it to be 
forgotten, that his official Oeconomy eminently ap- 
peared in a late Inftance, by his ſuppreſſing, 11 
the Benefit of the Public, a lucrative Poſt in his 
don Diſpoſal. So that his diſintereſted Diſpoſi- 
tion, in the Management of public Buſineſs, is 
amply proved by the moſt indubitable Teſtimo- 
nies ; And he might as well be charged with Views. 
of Gain to himſelf, upon voting for any Naval Ser- 
vice, whereby Money muſt neceſſarily paſs through 
his Hands, as with endeavouring to procure, under 
the Bill propoſed, any Advantage, How free from 
all ſelfiſh Intereſt his Conduct herein hath been, 
evidently appears from the great Principle, and 
uniform Tendency of this Bill; Which aims not to 
| detain Money in the Hands of the Treaſurer of the 
Navy, but to facilitate, by various new. Provi- 
ſons, and by the Removal of many preſent Doubts 
and Obſtructions, its ſpetdier Iſſue; So that a 
| Treaſurer of the Navy would undoubtedly be able 
do keep much larger Sums in his Hands, if ſuch 
was his View, under the Regulations now ſubſiſt- 


| 7 8 . 
ing, chan he could poſſibly retain, under woc 
which are here propoſed. 


The remaining Odyection was, that great: Dif- bs 


Faculties will ariſe in continually furniſhing the Sums re- 
| ; ifite for the propoſed ſpeedy Payment of —__— 
ages. 


This ObjeRion, if really valid, might be expeR- 
ed to be made by the Treaſury ;--- Inſtead of 


| which, che Ack of the firſt of Geo. II. Stat. 2d. Sec: 


gth. wherein the Payment of wo Months Wages 
in every ſix is appointed, being rather a /peedier 
Payment than what is propoſed by the Right Ho- 
norable Gentleman, was brought into the Houſe by 
the Members thereof belonging to the Board of 
TIreaſury; which ſufficiently ſhews the Senſe which 
chat Board had of the Facility of making ſuch Pay- 
 ments.---Amongſt which Gentlemen, was Sir R- 
bert Walpole, then Chancellor of the Exchequer 


whoſe Ability, and ſuperior Knowledge in the 


_ Extent. and Power of the Britiſh Finances are well 


known, and would not have ſuffered him to enter 


into Meaſures, which might cauſe their Embarraſſe- 
ment. | | 
- The propoſed Bill, as was ben with Pleaſure, 


was alſo brought into the Houſe, inthe laſt Sefſion, 


by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, jointly with the 
Right Honorable Gentleman; and you will fee by 
dur Votes, the ſame Junction in bringing in the 
Bill, in Purſuance of the general Demand of the 
Houſe for it, in the preſent Seſſion; It may be 
proper likewiſe to be known, that in Regard to the 
iſſuing of the Money for theſe Payments, the Trea- 
ſury, as Lam well tdi were laſt Year con- 
 fulted upon it, before the Bill was prepared ; In 
Conſequence of which, the Sums requiſite for car- 
trying it into Execution, were all deſtined; Of 
. which, 100,000 l. was to be taken out of the Yate 
| WD ne oats <2 


ST : 
of Credit, and the Remainder out of the Money 
given for the Debt of the New ---It is indeed ridi- 


caulous to ſuppoſe, according to this Objection, 


that the Britiſh Government Lath not Power ſuffi - 
cient to allot, without being diſtreſſed, the Sums 
requiſite for the ſpeedy Payment of theſe Wages; 
Whereas ſuch Payment could eaſily be accompliſh- 
ed, if it was thought proper, and the Nature of. 
the Service would admit, even once in every Week, 
in the ſame Manner, as Ferment are made to o the 
Land Soldiers. = 
Theſe Objections having thus been tated, and 
freely examined, will, I hope, afford you ſome 
Lights towards forming your Judgment on the Me- 


ritt, or Demerits of the Bill; It frequently hap- 


pens, that Regulations, which ſeem right in Theory, 
are not accommadated to Practice; which laſt, 
it is always requiſite to conſult on the Proviſions to 


be made in Bufincſß, in order that they may be duly | 
executed. Bur in this Bill, as it appears to me, Theory 


and Practice are both united; So that it is difficult 


to determine, which owes moſt to the Aid of the 
other. — The Humanity deſtin'd to our brave Sea- 
men, from their firſt Entrance on the Royal Navy, 


to their Diſcharge, being every where ſupported by 


excellent Contrivance for carrying it into Execution. 


Tour Candour I muſt now apply to, for accept- 
ing kindly this free Offer of my Sentiments ; 
Eſpecially as it is made to fo much abler a 
Judge of many Parts of the Subject; For I 
am duly ſenſible, how converſant you are, from 
your extenſive Commerce, and daily Support of 
Multitudes of Seamen, and their diſtreſſed Families, 
at your Port, in the Propriety, and Force of Marine 
Regulations. Vet, however you may differ from me 
upon the Means contrived, we ſhall unite in appro- 
ving the Ends POO And your ä Spirit, . am 
ure, 


dit. F 
ſure, will applaud my fincere Attention to ſo impor= 

tant a Subjeft.————But on this Occaſion you 

will feel, as I do, how much we are indebted to 


the Author - of the Bill, for his Zeal and Labour 


in this public Wort; On which the Honour, 
Strength, and Safety of the State eminently depend, 
and wherein every Gentleman of Property in Britain 
, and muſt be, eſſentially concerned. 3 


Wis George Grenville, Eſq; Treaſurer of the Navy, _ 


I am, 


= * > 7 7m _ 


February, 1758. 5 


P. F. You will perceive by our laſt Votes, that 
the Bill brought into the Houſe in this Seſſion, is 
ordered to be printed; In which, there are very few 
| Variations from the Bill offered laſt Year, 7 

which I have ſubmitted to you the foregoing Re- 
marks ;— However, you will permit me to add, in 
order to your further Satisfaction on this Subject, 
that after Proviſion is made for the Payment of the 
preſent Arrear of Seamen's Wages, no Difficulties 
on this Head can ariſe to the Treaſury; For the 
future Sums which ſhall annually be granted for the 
Naval Department, will either totally ſatisfy the De- 
mands of this Department; Or, if any —_ 


F 63 ] 

| hall neceſſarily happen, it will be lodged on ſuch 
naval Branches, in which the Treaſury cannot be 
hurried for Payment ; And conſequently, after 


this Arrear is payed, no greater, nor ſpeedier Iſſue 


of Money will be liable to be made by the Treaſury 


for the Naval Department, than would, if this Bill 


had not been propoſed ; All the Difference will be, 


that no future Deficiency in this Dun. muſt be 
lodged on Seamen's Wages. 


Nor will the public Revenues be liable to be 
withdrawn, by the Payment of ſuch Bills for remit- 
ting Seamen s Wages, out of their preſent eſta- 
bliſhed Courſe ;—For the Receivers-General, and 
_ other Officers of the Revenue, hereby directed to 
accept and diſcharge ſuch Bills, are not exempted 
from paying the whole Sums, due from their reſpec- 
tive Collections, in the ſame Manner as at preſent, 
in Money into the Exchequer.---On the contrary, - 
they will from hence be better enabled to make 
ſuch complete Money Payments; As they may, for 
this Purpoſe, remit any Part of theſe Sums to Lone» 
don by ſuch Bills drawn upon the Navy-Office, as well 
as by "Bill drawn upon Merchants, or other reſpon- 
ſible Perſons, according to their preſent Practice z 
Whereby it is evident, that theſe Seamen's Bills 
will not alter, in any Manner, the preſent Courſe 
of Bujineſs; nor will their propoſed Payment by theſe | 
Officers, intercept any Part of the full and intire 


| Returns, now m ade, 1 che Public Revenues into che 
. 3 
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